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H.S. and Eliza J. Gray of Nameless, TX: Part ll, Documenting
the Gray House

This is Part Il of a larger project documenting H.S. and Eliza J. Gray, early settlers to the Fairview
community, later renamed Nameless, TX. This part focuses on documenting the house believed built by the
Gray's ca. 1876 then lived in by various families until at least 1964.

If you haven't already, you might want start with an overview in Part |.

As work continues and we make visits to the house, additional photos and notes are being made; for
simplicity these are documented at the end of this document so do skip ahead for the latest. Outline of what
follows:

Overview

Architecture

More Photos
Update 11/11/2023
Update 12/23/2024

Overview

October 10, 2023 the Turner / Bonnet / Gray house was moved to the county property directly across
Nameless Road where Nameless School and Cemetery are located. As there was little time for documenting
the house before it was moved (it needed to be moved to make way for construction) this part will focus on
what we learn about the house architecture going forward. Friends of Nameless School have plans for
stabilizing / restoring the house and new discoveries are sure to be made. See this news video about the
move itself https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nANKwulHh7k

NOTE: References to north, south, east and west are per the original location: oriented long axis north and
south, chimney to north, west side facing Nameless Rd. Will use for orientation even after the move (and the
post-move orientation renames close to the original). See 1964 aerial below. The house is generally oriented
the same at the new location. Also, just to make life easier after the move, any reference to "front" or "back"
will refer to the house as it now rests at Nameless School.
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1937 aerial. In comparing this image with the 1964 a
couple of things of note. In 1937 the east side of the
house had a porch and patio cover. The concrete steps
on the west side are absent. Also, the hip roof building

south of the Gray house is gone in 1964, replaced by

the Turner house. We still don't know what this building
was.
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1964 aerial showing house before move, chimney facing
north. Arrow shows general location to which the house
was moved in 2023. The orientation is close to the
same: i.e. chimney side generally facing north.

House as it sits at Nameless School. For
ease of reference, this is the "front" (formerly
east side) vs. the back (formerly the west
side). Chimney in this photo was to the right
(formerly north).

Architecture
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Dogtrot, pier and beams. The cabin’s architecture seems to be dogtrot, AKA dog-run, later enclosed, sitting
on hand hewn pier and beams. Some beams are obviously a sizeable tree about 14-16" in length, rough
hewn by hand. Some piers had cut nails in matching alignment to suggest they were used to hold probably a
skirt around the building; i.e. the piers were not re-purposed from pre-existing lumber that happened to have
cut nails. More cut nails were located on beams by the fireplace. A thorough check of the house will likely
turn up more.

Chimney. In Texas, Jordan (p.134) says "After the Civil War, and particularly after about 1875, most log
houses were built without chimneys "having been replaced e.g. by wood-burning stoves for cooking and
heating. Jordan says "The art and craft of chimney building was in severe decline by 1900 .. The chimneys
that survive on Texas log houses, and a great many do, are pleasant reminders that craftsmen once passed
this way. But in common with all aspects of log folk architecture, these fine chimneys are endangered and
inadequately protected for the future."

For buildings with chimneys, Rehder (p.14) says of Tennessee log buildings, a chimney may aid gauging
age, stone chimney usually being older than brick. One would assume this rule of thumb applies to Texas as
well.

Jordan (p.125) notes the chimney and fireplace of the Anglo-built log dwelling in Texas are nearly always
situated at the center on one of the gable walls, with the chimney extending up to and above the peak of the
gable. The chimney structure is exterior to the log wall, necessitating the previously mentioned fireplace gap
... [and] Often a large stone served as the hearth...". This matches the architecture of the Gray cabin: A large
stone chimney was located on the north gable. Though collapsed, the large limestone hearth was still intact
as was the chimney foundation up to floor level.

One interesting feature of some of the stone in the chimney; they included a decorative criss-cross pattern
like that on a step from the post-office, preserved and on display at the Nameless School. Genny's book
attributes this decoration to Avery Briggs a local resident and stone mason. What is interesting is that the
same pattern appears on photos of the John Jolly Cabin (old Jollyville) chimney. That cabin was moved to
Pioneer Farms without the chimney, but a photo at the Austin History Center clearly shows the pattern. The
John Jolly Cabin ca. 1866 suggests Avery might have been too young, but his father James certainly could
have worked on the Jolly chimney. Is this a makers mark? Avery's son later lived in Jollyville.
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Photo of chlmney foundatlon after house
moved. There were two piers on either side
of chimney needed to support the beams on
either side of chimney; was not possible to
have one beam across north end of house.
Seen here is pier east side of chimney. That
the beams on either side of the chimney rest
on hand hewn piers like the other piers and
beams suggests the chimney was done
same time as pier and beams, i.e. was
original to the house's design.
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Seen here is the pier on west side of
chimney, so this perspective is from "inside"
the house looking north out through chimney

opening.
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We pulled the chimney piers up and
brought to house at new location. This is
from the east side of chimney; notice notch
in this photo. There were no cut nails found
in these piers as they were under the
house and no skirt or boards nailed to
them. They were obscured from our view
prior the house being moved due to
chimney rubble, etc.
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Informal plan view sketch
illustrates role of the piers on
either side of the chimney in
supporting shorter beams on
either side of chimney running
from fireplace to corner of
house. While the south end of
the house allowed for a single
beam, on the north side the
fireplace made this
impossible. The solution,
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smaller beams on either side
of the fireplace supported by

corner piers and piers next to
the fireplace. Little doubt this

was part of the original house
design.

e

Photo of north end of house where chimney
was located; this is the original location.
Note in this photo the exterior horizontal
boards are cut to conform to the chimney
which was attached to the outside of the
interior vertical boards. This suggests the
chimney / fireplace was installed before the
exterior horizontal siding which was
attached with wire nails. The internal vertical
siding seems to have more cut nails and
signs (holes) of cut nails. | think it was the
original house exterior and done same time
frame as chimney; jives with the hand hewn
piers that supported beams on either side of
chimney.

7/38


https://blogger.googleusercontent.com/img/b/R29vZ2xl/AVvXsEjlqNbxRQnpYfbsyW3gWrb9H7ZGo83w1PUVU_6NoH7lIC9uX9JdJYVKfyrvsMo7z484YyHNwyxSPFMxg2jo3p_cEtyrQZ6QZK-Db-Iyns9ifcwTX3bQBLr2EglkwLJGHlJGldo3w-GBv3bcVOAJ30RXer6AWu5Z5hY-rZEdm-4-2YM7BsWpBZhJ4LFRiA/s2728/Chimney%20shape.jpg

One question is when was the chimney tore
down? The 1966 aerial photo clearly shows
the shadow of an intact chimney. Looking
through later aerials it appears the chimney
was intact as late as maybe 1985 (the
shadow in 1985 is not distinct, but there is no
rubble pile on the north end). At some point
the overgrowth makes it hard to see the
building. Often chimneys are the last thing
standing on old farmhouses which raises the
question why was this one tore down?
Sometimes chimneys were tore down to
save a house when a chimney fire occurred.
But if that was the case, why didn't they
repair the hole? Another theory, the chimney
was tore down for the rock; but this too
raises a question, why leave so much rock
behind? Perhaps the chimney did collapse
on its own after the house was abandoned.
Or an act of vandalism. We don't know.
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John Jolly cabin, old Jollyville. Click on photo and zoom
in to chimney to see criss-cross pattern similar to that on
Gray house chimney stone, and the P.O. step on display
at the Nameless School.

Cut and wire nails. The house is constructed with a combination of older cut nails and newer wire nails.
Adam's paper "Machine Cut Nails and Wire Nails" in Historical Archaeology (2002) is a detailed discussion
of the use, and problems of, dating a building with with nails. Because we were unable to thoroughly search
the area around the cabin after it was moved (we did retrieve the piers), a search for cut nails not attached to
the building was not possible. With that caveat, the following points from Adam's paper seem pertinent the
house:

(p-70) Structures built in the United States before 1883 were built entirely, or almost entirely, of machine cut
nails or earlier types. On the other hand, structures built after about 1897 were most likely built using wire
nails ... many archaeologists assume that a site with both kinds of nails dates from the 1851-1890s period,
especially if the two kinds are about evenly frequent (Orser et al. 1987:558).

(p.73) A building is repaired with nails bought at a later time, so the longer a building is in use, the higher the
number of more recent nails and other fixtures in it.

(p.75) [sites examined in South Carolina and Georgia] show that even when constructed in the 1860s or
1870s using machine cut nails, the wire nails ended up being a significant part of the assemblage ... [i.e the
house(s)] had extensive repairs made to it later.

(p.80) Structures built in the late 1860s and 1870s yield from 100% to 30.2% machine cut nails ... however,
this lower range reflects the long-term occupation of most sites analyzed. Long usage would have
necessitated repairs with wire nails.
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Given the documented history of the Nameless area, the house is thought to have been built by the Grays
ca. 1876 when they acquired the land the house is on, lived in by the Grays until her death in 1882 then his
death in 1886, then was occupied continuously for close to a century, with subsequent updates by owners.
Adams research would seem to account for the mix of nails (and construction techniques, e.g. hand hewn
pier and beams along side aluminum roof and siding) we see today in the house.

Bottom line, and bringing this closer to home, looking at Austin newspapers the first advertisement | could
find for wire nails available for purchase is 1894. Cut nails are priced at $1.75 for a 10 pound keg, with wire
nails being $2.15 for a 10 pound keg. (Austin Daily Statesman, Oct 19, 1894, p.3). From this we might
conclude that work done on the house using wire nails was after ca. 1894.

Milled Lumber, Siding. Beyond the hand hewn pier and beams, was there milled lumber available ca. 1876
for the Gray house. Yes.

The first railroad arrives in Austin in 1871 and with it lumber. By at least 1872 we have lumberyards up and
running in Austin. TW. Parr's Lumberyard is getting lumber from the railroad for the "past 12 months" (Austin
American-Statesman, 3 Feb 1872). Van Patten lumber (we have ere two boards in the house with their
stamp) in Austin is up and running before 1879 (Austin American-Statesman, 12 Apr 1879). So milled lumber
for a house is now coming into Austin via rail.

10/38


https://blogger.googleusercontent.com/img/b/R29vZ2xl/AVvXsEgQNwQBx4m60SpPvIPk5h2GLIqjSgDSt3Bn4aD3R8IhZ6IMVbPT287HvmbB6uMayI6J3dGvtoqTq5w3ZDpEg-obBVdLVQFzF8XiZylX_Cx7btKlSCEFwUyRllXfCuXccMJhW99hWukjyI-VBBkLyxOwY0pF2_-6MEgDwHH1qrAqYU953hrVoJ1i3stgxg/s1292/2002%20Machine%20Cut%20Nails%20and%20Wire%20Nails,%20Historic%20archeology.jpg

LUMBER YARD.
T. W. PARR & CO.,

DEALERS IN

All Kinds of Pine Lumber and Cypress
Shingles,

WE HAVE ON HAND AEREOQUT
(500,000 Ave hundred thousand feot of lum-
her and are receving additions to our supply by every
train, We have four steam milla eu'ting lomber ex-
preasly for this market, which are situated in the baet
and only desirable and sceesalble pineries in the
State, ﬂujldenu, contractors, and otheérs wanting
epecial bills of lmmber sawed, would de well to give
us & call, a8 all orders are sttended te prm%m nnd
every bill guaranteed to give satisfaction, & have
hean sngaged in the lurber bosiness ot the terminga
of the Air Line Esllrond for the past twelve months,
and we refer 1o C, E. Johns § Oo., bankers; [. F. Dat-
taile & (lo., the lumber dealers of Austin, snd all
thoss with whom we have had dealings,as to the
a‘bi:iir,r apd prompiness with which we discharge

MBI Res.

Uffice sud vard Immediately sonth of the Freight
Depot, Austin, Texas

el [|9m T. W, PARR & C0.

Advertisement from 1872 for Parr's
lumber yard receiving lumber by rail.
Austin American-Statesman, 3 Feb
1872

On the Gray house, there is an outer layer of horizontal boards nailed (mainly wire nails) to wide vertical
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Several lumberyards, including Van Patten's, appear on
the 1887 Birdseye Map of Austin near the rail freight
yard. Van Patten sold and retired in 1890. He was a
member of the Texas Lumbermen's (sic) Association
and was referenced in numerous articles on the topic of
lumber in Texas.

boards below. These vertical boards are wide and form the inner wall of house, exposed in places, covered

elsewhere. This layer of wide vertical boards appear to have cut nails and indications of cut nails having

been there. My hunch is this is the original exterior of the house.
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The construction may be similar to "Box and Strip Construction [where] Nailed vertically (rarely horizontally)
to the sides of [the house] platform are one-by-twelve boards forming the walls; there are no studs."
(Handbook of Texas). While the Gray house does not have the strips as in board and batten, the wide
vertical boards and few to no studs seems to match much of the Gray house. The Handbook of Texas (Box
and Strip Construction) describes one school where the "strips" (board and batten) were later removed and
weatherboards applied to the exterior to decrease drafts. The Gray house's horizontal boards may be the
same; and later the corrugated tin.

Looks similar to "vertical plank walls" described e.g. in the Herbert Maximillian Fox House built in 1875 (right
age) in Minnesota as described in the National Register of Historic Places. See American historic carpentry
(Wikipedia) discussion of "vertical plank wall" houses.

Various informal citations for articles /books on box and batten / box and strip / box frame / vertical plank
construction (i.e. no studs) like the vertical siding of the Gray house appears to be:

1856 Dwyer, Economic Cottage Builder

1868 Chase, A Manual on School-houses and Cottages for the People of the South

American historic carpentry - Wikipedia

1981 Robinson, Gone from Texas (box construction)

1994 Box and Strip Construction, Handbook of Texas

Box houses Historic Houses Wiki Fandom

1990 Williams, Pride and Prejudice: The Appalachian Boxed House in Southwestern North Carolina
2015 Vertical Plank Dwellings Around Puget Sound & King County

Photos from back of house (west side) showing use of cut nails to attach vertical boarding.
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the fireplace along which we found more cut
nails in frame around fireplace

Electrical. No signs of knob and tube wiring, including in the ceiling area. Knob and tube was common use
in from about 1880 to the 1930s (Wikipedia). So appears to have been wired after that. Rural Electrification
Act (REA) was started in 1936, but Genny K. thinks it didn't arrive to the Nameless area til more like the
1940s. North west corner of house is where power looks to have entered the house. Wire was found along
ceiling beams to light fixtures, etc.
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The fireplace room had a ceilihg installed. Thi view is
looking north to fireplace. We climbed up to get photos
but found no evidence of knob and tube.

More Photos (no particular order). Click to
enlarge.

A board (vertical 2x12" interior part of dogtrot walls) in
the house has a lumberyard stamp that includes "Van
Patten" of Austin. It is likely Van Patten Lumber Yard.
A news paper search from 1800 through 1900 shows
Van Patten Lumberyard probably starting before 1879
(Austin American-Statesman, 12 Apr 1879). Then
there is this article about him: AUSTIN'S
PROSPERITY: THE LUMBER TRADE OF THE
CAPITAL, Austin Daily Statesman, Jul 8, 1883. By
1890 Van Patten Lumberyard is up for sale, and by
1896 he is 90, retired, and living in NY: STATE
LUMBERMEN MEET, Austin Daily Statesman, Apr 15,
1896. Since Eliza died in 1882, and HS in 1886, this
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https://blogger.googleusercontent.com/img/b/R29vZ2xl/AVvXsEh_DvFA28HL6wrPB5jUI_2RikRatFoPvhoieegvYb3Q3E_qrIeAgsBZQEjnhL-xriMipcgApAO7WvjEwbikrDn0-1mGO2at4nX0mHvPbgFmItgx-41pLUbWII-NfN1i5Io4bzm13tK6OfXHH23ImM-Mt2BtaQEMHFFau-nDsSwX3GmcCdGvChIf3RStyg/s2467/Van%20Patten%20lumber%20inside%20cabin.jpg

could mark updates made by the new owner after their
deaths and before 1890. No reference to "Bessell" was

found.

.':'!I.“:q

A second vertical plank
from the Van Patten
Lumberyard was found.
Both vertical planks are
interior part of the dogtrot

walls.

Note: the railroad arrived in Austin in 1871 providing materials to fuel a construction boom. The T.W. Parr
lumberyard is running advertisements in 1872 saying they have been receiving materials for 12 months from
the railroad (Austin American-Statesman, 3 Feb 1872).

y f4 § ‘l
16 foot beams with adze marks
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https://blogger.googleusercontent.com/img/b/R29vZ2xl/AVvXsEh9cg33qXP0o6EWlmdxcZedfgACWzIexVjSNFhxo7yZJm4wuLXytm1uQynU0VGod4n8raZG-jRZEuSKkLiFOsZ2la1fra1INVQfqS9NQm_EG-MWnPP8bBeZFWFPwLFpH398VpyEQGvyH_oDkP0nreROkVamz90DHhys_x1Wr5MJmaLQariUeHiO4Hm2Cg/s2048/16%20foot%20beams%20with%20adze%20marks%20under%20house,%20EAST%20SIDE%20(1).jpg

under house, EAST SIDE, before
move

& -
Same beam, different angle after
arrival at Nameless School.

Largehand hewn befer
house was loaded for transport.
WEST side
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Part of large hand hewn beam, east side of
house. Notice notch left end; matching piece
detached in move, is inside.

BT = . ey e

This area is bla

ckened probably from the |
heat / exhaust from a stove.

¢

Inside view of hea

[t
rth made of limestone;
chimney opening. North end of house.
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https://blogger.googleusercontent.com/img/b/R29vZ2xl/AVvXsEglIFfLxMKJeSVjzYjnx_MaL4IMDHjMkTRI6J3j7CY8k54Ac94djwKQz-uJ6gOMlwqJmaKVchXZyigJxI2zeDwHCOBLYbB3k8RxtlY9gDLFvQs5QccvupwBYtBwACn2_KYWyFPjDfUXl2-eXq9rXTsjQ9WCuMOeJ9-nqcGtuhrbI7VWvpCnJEo2HkEMfA/s2190/cedar%20shake%20roofing,%20vent.jpg
https://blogger.googleusercontent.com/img/b/R29vZ2xl/AVvXsEgLOvLjMr3J9UGaD7q90wthSJRQpqmYWu2pxyx4lUiP6GhD0zzoFQPDqppCATXjTfTvTpDKNOP-1DD7uXFCyOREL7ULIpro0K_DQrUDxkyyADTfeerBtuunBW7E_8E8ICrmGZVXMhaSatp60RwRmwjIcooiIsRW3SDHS9pHcd7mCXmSVuaDXiWjwXEsnw/s4608/fireplace%20Around%20the%20fireplace%20and%20chimney,%20HEARTH%20from%20inside.JPG

Cut nail ne
oxidation.
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https://blogger.googleusercontent.com/img/b/R29vZ2xl/AVvXsEi4mXNIVzxYh5WkRUanDJeIYLVylGy04IiOXO8mKpzm5QqKwCf3z_vUm5l-a44u9_ffWhiylM0hF5hAmzUK_MhUmexogV9k-FgjUJZJzmq4MrRttLCw17-CjyotpN4IXzkLy-vGlL0BU5wEggK_7MMwhk_KABsv9hvPiFRFU-AsGVtoMuY9XlQVMkIrGw/s1280/fireplace%20cut%20nail%20by%20fireplace.jpg

m b iplace (east
side) with cut nails.

nide view of hearth madeof
limestone with hand chisel
marks.
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https://blogger.googleusercontent.com/img/b/R29vZ2xl/AVvXsEj1IFQe6OeSZfjHmz_HIod67uXFmtEBGGP8JdwUX1IyJudN_aP7jYPtkphtJ6T-YMIaK5mflvwyxw2Xx-6lb9oCUfrCYebI2u6pkOCmPwDb0lMVx64aGN7kWB262On9mQe4CnPgDRREeJvi6XFNKFLs_9LSoUFcc-qBZDt_XK8yUwIZzZyaXNMs81CAGg/s1629/fireplace%20hearth%20chisel%20marks.jpg

die. TR .{f}‘ e R ”ﬂ:ft ;
Hand hewn limestone steps, east side of
house "in situ".
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https://blogger.googleusercontent.com/img/b/R29vZ2xl/AVvXsEigD6MvcNH2ZZWRJlXU-j8dgcia2Q9VLwYgY1cIukJbYX5A2d0sB7zjykROvJfJ9x-t-BCHZRZWCnE8P3xY6ViDhyphenhyphenLbqIiG4ErunCnwORiZ1wO2F5K05_KTo009teZYeWWLrQOcNFngSsw79NC3ESMDuHAhGt6VZ8dXbzygt2CGDcKhkSsP9RSM1cQMsw/s4608/P8270007.JPG
https://blogger.googleusercontent.com/img/b/R29vZ2xl/AVvXsEjdoWh8N98YILRSb5EcvmZ-BvHE9WHvGhZFbrFKE14c49nJYD45SLQ5czLmRO-6d71SS6CtZy3TI5glgmpFkTEQqFEZiIaYieRCkDQIp715EnqaF7xLWNWJRodJVPVv8M-PTG7DqB1Uon20hEsPCepsbAqsmWGH7Y3gBXlwPqD4-lYl5GThm5jBb0oigA/s4608/P8270015.JPG
https://blogger.googleusercontent.com/img/b/R29vZ2xl/AVvXsEhFHM_ruX7pZGOJboNkHwZBcrynrF3q_I8nQeWU6Y22oEier-406l_BJ0lXpfEStIA_CnQBaKZY49WN5VR1EEnapKrh5d2P_sb_6ZLnRmvYfswojvt4yh0i_AAkJPQ_35lPZPNEnDpyuJtsPx3b5XeJajwkEAos5D8EJF3o_yYm0ten9Cj1bbEBlnKhQw/s2059/piers%20cut%20nail%20closeup.jpg

s 1 oy Sk Ly
L i{ 2 : ard -

noter ier, east side of house showig

both hand adze marks and cut nails.
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https://blogger.googleusercontent.com/img/b/R29vZ2xl/AVvXsEhvs9t5GfYIMWaqcX5tFAZhE20JSL_LFR6nRpPCDhArpoVpORLWR29yHlAkBjd8z1zYnss-SO2QKm2O9ozQuF-IS-NenQHvX8q2FEiCP-fgkb4oeJMH_upgZyvFDs8eDXAMD52PMJGsKvbFy490C5D_4kAGAxiJhK2g7l70Fz2cw9_MQWlp-q2jUaLxjw/s2327/siding%20cut%20nails.jpg
https://blogger.googleusercontent.com/img/b/R29vZ2xl/AVvXsEhUMtOe9wYglwExOcKA6MXdPW9uhL_ehDihRHLAwGQajosmPD6UReMnrQmgY7ffz4lwqUqGFvIzJiUL_WmAmPGNcntW1KrwaF8ZzCPrlPmBvGZD_QVygXHEouxaZBgRcKc8RCnl0DMSlS3i7eIj6bvo1wkqOmZ86XVFvqTQihfrxrD2Tp9KwtcKuE-psw/s1971/siding%20with%20evidence%20of%20cut%20nails.jpg
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cabinets and possibly sink. Circa 50s. This
is the south room of the house (not
fireplace / chimney end on north).

ﬂﬂyjﬁrﬁm ﬁ;ﬁéﬁu

cabinat sinks

. I AR 1
Cabinet Sinks arw al-steel, i

Photo from brochure showing what the unit likely looked
like new.

Photos from 11/11/2023

Bob Ward and Rich Denney had an impromptu meetup with Mary Cameron and Genny Kercheville (Friends
of Nameless School) while architect Joel Russell was in town. Joel has old family ties with the community of
Nameless so is helping document the cabin with an eye toward future restoration efforts. One of the primary
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https://blogger.googleusercontent.com/img/b/R29vZ2xl/AVvXsEjnEM3TfbEgMbVZxZqgWHWt83N76X4lOVrAjrT_QDfW4hONGAM1oK7pzSzrQrVw8aGbmquLw5yzMvi5x1-ptdJ6wFNL_dxcaIqJ1gWk_moEq3Hw7KrjLnWvgM4IB5lasyjoKboKsVO3PZa5q62WWopJ_9Qmqny69rkWGTm-dOdMxAtkDg9aQ6ejQ-mhQQ/s4608/youngstown%20kitchens%20by%20mullins%20(2).JPG
https://blogger.googleusercontent.com/img/b/R29vZ2xl/AVvXsEgfx_OLHb2DQ9Y-LMMY1JcQBBZyZ6p_HAZXtz8v5JMFY4YxqX4IByPWGz4UFgr33iBKCuw8_pb648m19PXzmCa8Xd-GbGfLMg4jW22u9WmYGYUbJfU1z4QlDXtWJD3DGhyr-ocxOQYLx359yGkqFnUN0AEGqet_mbrpjZKJKvTCs8IR-EqxapVgPyPuUQ/s2422/2023-10-23_162239.jpg

goals of this quick trip: climb under the Gray house while it is still up on supports to document the old cedar
beams it rests upon. For camera enthusiasts, even at /22 getting a 14-16' cedar beam totally in focus this
close-up was impossible. As you can tell from some of these photos, some of the beams were literally rough
hand hewn trees. Another goal, document more cut nails in the piers, beams, and house. Click photos to
enlarge.

|

In addition to hand hewn beams on external
walls there is a large beam in the middle
running length wise to support the house.
Likewise, in addition to piers on the external
beams, the middle beam had piers(s) to
support the house.
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https://blogger.googleusercontent.com/img/b/R29vZ2xl/AVvXsEhNwXGLd5NywVNneT5lYSNw2vYRh2CvIhbZorJOuHphDTgT7vmCV3nmIoMrckOXXSQ88TnovS8AzzRjHQDuN5hT5RCBbha09_qW4TMXqC8ohxDaETq_UOeSXpWOe7ASbmyxYhHPHz4v7w50ntpPdDnbYPqzhab1u7BkpSH4vQ3_wbynKUvL7dHhWixXAQ/s4608/PB110016.JPG
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Cut nails in vertical boards attched to

frame.

Cut nails in on
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Limestone steps to front entrance.

Photos from 12/23/2024

Updated photos after foundation completed, some tin removed from ends and side, work begun on a front
and back porch with patio covers (in progress).

Foundation Piers, Beams
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Sorting through the foundation piers we
have about a dozen seen here. One key
pier not shown is one to support the
cross beam by the chimney. There was a
second by the chimney, but we aren't
sure what happened to it. Also here a
square limestone with chisel marks;
where it was utilized we don't know. The
limestone including that in the chimney
were moved in bulk by the developer's
contractor.

27/38


https://blogger.googleusercontent.com/img/b/R29vZ2xl/AVvXsEhMOJQqQoM3ypQbNGulWF-F6tWVq-kztU88vADfqFIiDUq-QC5t4Gv-TKIORqWWZncTGm8rDZllFR9hxOgNHLuqrbwurPe-aciKb2zX-TCDvE2Q-hlfMMG0cdygbydh0b14i8aNhc-GOUzXABoebN25d7AVY3pFkwBPQwWXiJfBVyCM9GAFqtMEsA7VXA/s1440/Dozen%20foundation%20piers.jpg

One of the hand hewn piers with
distinctive adze marks

One of the beams (west side, ground sill |
think?) that was part of the house
foundation. Broken, it as removed when
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the house was moved. Notice hand adze
marks.

Chimney

s e s g
Reconstructed chimney
including stones with the criss-
cross pattern matching the
stone from the Nameless post-
office step, and also the
chimney stone from the Jolly
cabin built ca. 1866 (Jollyville).
The pattern is taken to be a
makers-mark. Avery Briggs was
a well known stone mason in
Nameless as was his father. In
1866 Avery would have been a
teen and likely learned his craft
from his father who is likely the
one that built the Jolly cabin
chimney. The chimney as
reconstructed includes about
10 stones with this very
distinctive pattern. Click to
enlarge.
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More criss-cross pattern

visible on side.
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Dogtrot Rafters

As shown in these photos, the rafters in the dogtrot are rough hewn cedar poles. This is the only part of the
house where this was done, perhaps because it was open to the elements requiring wood that was more
resilient to rot, and or because aesthetics in this "exterior" part of the house was not deemed as important as
milled lumber. The new lumber visible in photos was added for stabilization during the move.
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Vertical Planks, Cut Nails

These are from the back of the house, many from where the tin was removed. As work on the house

progresses we are able to find more cut nails. Some of these actually look like square nails (see figure
below).
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In addition to cut nails, also note rectangular nail holes where a cut nail had been. From Nails as clues to
age, by Mark Chervenka: "Looking at the holes left by the missing nails can provide valuable information [as
to the type of nail that made the hole]".

Click to enlarge images.

Shank cross sections

square rectangular round

pre-1800  ca. 1800-1880s  modern

from Nails as clues to age, by Mark Chervenka
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Note one rihede nearl off

camera
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— oty 3
When the house was moved there was no opportunity to
find cut nails that may have fallen from the house. But
as work on the house proceeds at the new location, cut
nails like these are showing up, either in dislodged
wood, or loose. These were found on the ground with a
magnet. The one on the left still has the head attached
looking maybe forged (square nail; see figure above).
The one on the right is like many we are finding, the
head having fallen off over time.

ut
the rectangular hole remains. This is the
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southwest side.

Left plank, bottom; right plank hole. Notsure
~what the black marking is .. new or old?
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Vertical plank looks like it has an
adze mark

One of the vertical boards that
had been covered by tin hence
protected
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