Application Form

Official Texas Historical Marker
Please complete both sides of form.

This marker is for (title or subject): MF(S KViLLE
(Title subject to change by THC staff and/or State Marker Review Board.)
County: __TRAVIS

Marker location (street address and city, or specific directions from nearest town on state highway map}):
30 LAmAR BouLEVARD Nordh , AUSTIN X

Distance and direction of marker topic from marker site (if applicable}):

. '1.'\.
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Approval of County Historical Commission _
The application and narrative history must be approved by the county historical commission before forwarding to the Texas

Historical Commission.

Signature of CHC chair or Marker Committee* chair: ¢tz A Lsnt uc ) PR B L Datg.:,gvg 5,-» ZQQ ik
Address: _/11 2 (GAZzaw1h _ DRIVE P,Clumrwllfz X FELD- ’
Phone: _5id—~ 251 = LFI1 - Fax:  Emaill_ eLF D c_’;c.pr... com

*Marker Committee chair signature accepted cnly if form signed by CHC chair is on file; call 5‘!2/463-5853 to request form

The CHC chair or Marker Camm;ttee chair will automatlcally receive all copies of correspondence rcgardrng this marker project

Permission of owner for marker placement

Permission for placement of a marker must be obtained from the property owner. Please provide the narmie of a contact
person if the owner is an institution, organization or public entity. Do not complete this section if the marker is to be
placed on right-of-way maintained by the Texas Department of Transportation, ) :

Name: Ciry _oF AusTiN_ RIS » REcREATION DEPT.

Contact person (if applicable) _ SARAH C4mpFB gLl L PLAN N & DEVISION

Mailing address: P00 5. LAmAR BLVD. AustIiN , 7X FEZFOY

Phone: S1av—= 44 = (271 05 ?W:T?“{ Email: SARAW CAm PAELL &0 Ci.AusTi.

Owner's signature: 7" X . HS

Do you wish to receive copies of all correspondence concerning this marker application? [ Yes O No

To whom should the request for payment be addressed?

Name: NorTH AtsTin CiVic AsSSociAaTioN
Contact person (if applicable): ___ BR8N ALmonN P
Mailing address; G502 SToNEBRID aE A’V&TMG 7}( :)-5"?53

Phone: 73k ~ 73585 Fax; _£3(s= (ﬂ?53 Email: Q,Jmanbaﬁéc;/abg,l'nc:f‘

Does this person wish to receive copies of all other correspondence concerning this application? O Yes 0O No

ls there anyone else to whom all correspondence concerning this marker application should bhe addressed?
(One additional name and address only, please.)

Name: AISA KERBER THE ROOT cAusE pAoaECT
Mailing address: /926 Rutland , suiTE N, Ausrind, 7TX FFT75&
Phone: _5/2- 339~ 2851 Fax: _&ia~339~-3272% Email: ish 2 SDSKS, 0RO

2\ TEXAS

71 % HISTORICAL
COMMISSION
The State Agency for Historic Preservation

For mare information contact:

Texas Historical Commission, History Programs Division
P.0. Box 12276, Austin, TX 78711-2276

512/463-6853, Fax 512/475-3122

www.the.state.tx.us
(OVER)



Shipping Instructions
in order to facilitate delivery of the marker, neither post office box numbers nor rural route numbers can be accepted.

If the marker is to be placed on the highway r|ght~of -way, it will be shipped dlrectly to the district highway englneer
Name: LISA KeRBEeR, -THE RooT CAUSE PROJELCT
Street address: _ b |925 Ruﬂ-‘”"b; SusTE N 3 AusT/M , TX FPF5E

Phone: 51~ 339-2851
Type and Size of Marker Desired (Please check one only) -
Subject Markers C’f'}/ &

ub}e\t markers are solely educational in nature and conv
5 such as church cong gatlons busines

AN

'Le}gai descrlptnon of;rOperty {lot and biock number; metes and bounds)

APPLEG./}TE J ACR 37 ( Green be.H')

Before forwarding your material to the Texas Historical Comimiission, please chieck to make suré you've included the follow-
ing items. Incomplete appfications cannot be considered and may be returned to the applicant.

completed application form signed by the county historical comrission chair or marker committee chair
narrative history with reference notes and bibliography -
photograph of the proposed marker location {do not use instant/Polaroid photos)

map indicating marker location and other sites related to the marker topic

historic photo of property and current photographs of all eEevatlons (RTHL markers only)

Iegal description of property {RTHL markers only)

floor plans (RTHL markers only)

site plan (RTHL markers only)

ooo0odnDoog

Mail completed applications to:
History Programs Division, Texas Historical Commission, PO. Box 12276, Austin, TX 78711-2276

Additional items, including directional signs and replacement parts for 1936 markers, are available. Please contact the

History Programs Division for a separate order form.
Rav. 2001



Page 3 See Shipping Instructions on page 2

TYPE AND SIZE COF MARKER DESIRED

= SUBJECT MARKERS

Subject markers are educational in nature and convey no legal restrictions to the property. They are appropna{e for topics such as church
congregations, schools, towns, businesses, persons, events and institutions. These markers should not be attached to buildings; if the
marker is to be attached to a surface other than the foundry-provided post, piease provide the requasted information in the space below,

O 18" x 12" grave marker (comes with mounting bar) ... ... . . oo i 5 425
1 A7 x 42" marker With POSt L. L o i i e i et e s 51,250
O 27" x 42" marker without post (for attachment to N 51,150
H 18" x 28" marker with DOSE . o e e e e § 85C
Tr 18" x 28" marker without post (for attachment to ) S e § 750

@ RECORDED TEXAS HISTORIC LANDMARK MARKERS

Markers conveying the Recorded Texas Historic Landmark (RTHL) designation are reserved solely-for historic structures desmed worthy
of recognition for their architectural integrity and historical associations. The RTHL designation carries a measure of legal protection

(see Marker Policies 13 through 18), thersfore 2 tegal descripticn (Iat and block numbers) is required. The most commonly used mark-

er for conveying the designation is the medallion and plaque (also referrad to as a building marker); however, subject markers may also

be usad to provide more information. If the marker is to be mounted directly onto a structure, care should be taken to avoid damaglng

histeric building material, Note that RTHL markers must go at the site for which the designation is given.

2 Medallion and 16" x 12" plague withpost ... ... .o et PP 5 525
0 Medallion and 16" x 12" plaque without post (for attachment to ) e 3 425
O 27" x 42" Marker With POSE . oo vttt e ae e aaias e e 51,250
0O 27" x 42" marker without paost {for attachment to | B e e e e $1,150
T 18" x 28" marker with post .. ..o oL e e s e 5 850
O 18" x 28" marker without post (for attachment to ) e § 750

Legal description of property (lot and block number; metes and bounds):
ABS 29 sur 58 -
Fopie Gete J  ACR .97 (Greenbelt)

‘B HISTORIC TEXAS CEMETERY MARKERS
The purchase and dispiay of & historical marker is not a required compenent of the Historic Texas Cemetery (HTC) designation, but the
THC offars options for those situations in which a marker will contribute to preservation or interpretation. Only cemeteries with the HTG
| designation are eligible for HTC markers, and the designation process must be complete before a marker application can be processed.
Once the designation is awarded, no additional documentation is required for an HTC medallion or medallion with name and date
plague. For medallions with interpretive plaques, however, the same type of history and documentation required for subject

markers and ATHL markers is necessary.

Medalilions enly and medaliions with name and date plagues:

O Medallion only, without pest (for attachment to TS S 250
01 Medallion only, with hardware {o attach to existing state historical markerpost ... ... .. . ool 5 300
0 Medallion only, With POSt . . oot i e e e 5 400
1 Medaliion and 12" x 6" name and date plaque, withaut post (for attachment to ) I 5 500
1 Medaliion and 12" x 6" name and date plague, with post .. .. ... ... o 5 600
Medallions with interpretive plaques:
T Medallion and 16" x 12" plaque, without post {for attachment to | 5 B50
0 Medallion and 16" x 12" plague, with POSt ...t i i i i e S 750
1 Medallion and 16" x 24" plague, without pest (for attachment te ) T, 5 850
T3 Medallion and 18% x 24" plague, Wilh POt . L ... . i i i e 5 950

“When the application packet is complets, forward the required application form, historical narrative, footnctes/endrotes, bibliography, photos
and maps to the county historical commission. Once the authorized CHC representative has signed this form and reviewed the packet,
mail both to; History Programs Division, Texas Histarical Commission, P.O. Box 122786, Austin, TX 78711-2276.

For more information contact:

Texas Historical Commissian, Histery Programs Division
PO. Box 122786, Austin, TX 78711-2278

512/453-5853, Fax 512/475-3122 I
www.the state.tx.us The State Agency for Historic Preservation
Rev. 3/2003
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Why a Historical Marker for Fiskville?

The neighborhood of the North Austin Civic Association (NACA) used to be a small,

independent farming community called Fiskville. Community members are applying for a
historical fnarker to commemérafe .t.ﬁe .comm.unity of Fiskville on behalf of the residents
NACA represents. The area of NACA 1s bounded by Kramer Lane on the north, Lamar
Boulevard on the east, Highway 183 to the south, and Metric Boulevard to the west. Today,
this area is characterized by high population density, racial and cultural diversity, low- to
moderate-income housing, and rapidly changing demographics. Developed in the late 1970s
as a bedroom community, little remains of what was once Fiskville.

A historical marker for Fiskville in the Heron Hollow Park at the corner of Payton
Gin Road and North Lamar Boulevard would educate people on their shared history,
stimulate neighborhood pride, and motivate people to further explore and document the
history of Fiskville (see map and photos).! When the historical marker is in place,
community members can develop educational materials to supplement the social studies
curriculum in local schools, publish narratives and historical information on the NACA web
site and in the monthly neighborhood newsletter, and create visual displays of the history for
use at local schools, the Little Walnut Creek Library, and the annual Quail Creek Festival.

Locating Fiskville

about six miles north of Austin on Little Walnut Creek, a westerly branch of Big Walnut

2



Creek, and what is now North Lamar Boulevard (see map of area).” In the 18003 Lamar was

also known as Upper Georgetowm Road the main thoroughfare runnmg from Austm to -
Dailas The center of Flskvﬂle Wds near the intersection of Upper Georgetown Road and

Burdltt Mill Fiskville Road The Flskvﬁle Store the ﬁrst in the comrnumty, was located at

today s Heron Hollow Park very near the corner of Payton Gm Road and North Larnar
Boulevard (see map of Fiskville).?

In 1873 the year the post office was established, about 150 to 200 people lived in

Fiskville.? In 1895 the TICWIS County Dn ectory hsted 123 househoids in Flskvrlle ')0

percent of which were “Coiored T Four years later, the Din ectory listed 124 households in
the area, 21 percent of wlnch were “Colored.” In 1901, it listed 100 households (20 Black

and 80 White) in Frskyﬂ_le.

Farms and Businesses

Fiskville was pnmanly a farmmg commumty extendmg east to Big Walnut Creek. Its
white soil, called “Austin Chalk,” grew pigmy cotton, two bolls to a staik At one time,
there was a quail farm in F15kv1lle E W Hoiler owned apeach orchard Holler owned
land in Fiskville in 1866 and moved to his farm there from Austin in 1876. By the 1880s
Holler had planted thousands of peach trees, and by the 1890s he was the most “extensive
peach tree grower in Central Texas with about 6 500 tlees in F 151w111e 12 1 1895 Holler

reported owning 297 acres of land. 13A ﬁeeze killed the trees around 1890 i

log and stone structure that functloned as a stage coach inn and general store, and even’mally,

(W8]



Upper Georgetown Road (now 8810 North Lamar) A fire burned several stores in the area
in late December 1885 mcludmg Bengener 8 Boot Shop and Jones’ Blacksmlth Shop. The
fire also burned the Fisk and Bowers Store. ' Accordlng to the Handbook of Temrs Online,

Fiskville, int the rmd»lBSOs had a generai store, a steam flour mill, and a cotton gin.'® There

was also a blacksmith’s shop, owned by W.E. Young, and a sorghum mill (for molasses),

owned by John H. Mulkey. Zimmerman'’s store was the town’s focal point and a favored
gathering place along Walnut Creek. The store’s first floor housed the post office and a
saloon. The upper floor accommodated social affairs.'”?

According to the Travis County Directory (1895), the most common occupation

among heads of households was mdeed farmmg An African Amerrcan was Ilsted asa

teacher, and another was listed as a preacher. Among White heads of households, there were

in addition to farmers, three teachers, two “sheep raisers” (both of the Well family), a

people contmued to desanbe themselves as farmers. One Aﬁ'rcan Amencan George

Washington (G.W.) Corzine, or Cazine, had two gins. Other occupahons among Whltes

were blacksmith merchant and gmner In 1901, in add1t10n to farmers, there were two
people who worked in dairy, a blacksmith, a carpenter, and a physician. In 1901, I.J. Deen, a
White person, sold general merchandise and served as post master. Cazine continued to

work as a ginner.” Cazine was a former slave and one of the largest landowners in Fiskville.

He owned and operated the first gins. Cazine, an entrepreneur, invested in new technology

from the North. He purchased a steam threshing machine and harvested wheat for Black and

White farmers.?!



In the early 1900s, according to Ethel Tisdale, a long-time resident, Fiskville
“consisted of (a) general store, a blacksmith shop that shod horses and made farm
implements, and (&) schoolhouse, but most of the citizens were farmers and dairymen who
lived in the surrounding countryside.” The dairymen worked at three large dairies in or
very near Fiskville.” The Harvey family operated the Meadowbrook Dairy Farm on land
originally owned by Josiah Fisk.?* - o

The Andrew Payton Gin opened after George Washmgton Cazine’s gin and was

located on the road now named for 1t near the mtersectlon of Lower Georgetown Road and

Burdit Mill Fiskville Road The Payton Gm was operatmg in 1906 and continued to operate

until the 1930s when cotton pnces feﬂ (see photo of Payton Gm) 2 It was one of two gins
operated by the Payton farmly. The second was located on the family’s second farm in the
nearby community of Sprinkle. The Burditt family also operated a grist mill east of Upper
Georgetown Road.

Streets in the area bear the names of some of the families (Kramer, Neans, Parmer,
O

Payton and Rundberg) who owned farms in Fiskville. The farms of Kramer and Neans were

R

in the northern area of Fiskville in the 1930s, and the Robinson family farms extended west
on both sides of Lower Georgetown Road.”” The Kramer family farm raised milk and beef
cattle, cotton, oats, wheat, and corn.?®

Stores and businesses continued to open and operate. The post office continued to

operate, and an area telephone exchange opened in a home adjacent to Josiah Fisk’s building.

The telephone exchange operated until 1952.% After the car became more popular in the

B

area, a garage and a residence for mechanics were added to the rear, or west side, of the

general store. In the 1930s and *40s, the parents and guardians of children who attended



schools in Fiskville Common District No. 11, which included Fiskville School and at least

one “Colored” school, worked in the following caccu}::ations::‘10

« book keeper
« brick mason

« Dbutcher

s carpenter

« common laborer
« cook

« county road or highway worker
« dairy hand or dairy man

« domestic maid or housekeeper
. farmer or farm hand

» electrician

» grocer

» hospital attendant

» housewife

» 1ron helper

- janitor

« laundress
« Imatron

« mechanic
« minister
» plasterer
« plumber
s porter

» teacher

» trucker

«  Work Project Administration (WPA) worker
« poultry hand

» salesman

« service station attendant

» stone mason

+ 5stone sawyer

» store keeper

« tailor

Giles Lockhen’t started his business Giles’ Sheet Metal, which still opelates today as C’ustom

school supplies, and coal oil. >

Education, Schools, and Children’s Activities



Fiskville School, along with other rural schools of Travis County, was in the Travis

County Common School District. Urban schools, mcludmg Austin bucllcschoo]sbef01lged
to the mdcpcndcntschcoi districts. According to the Superintendent of the Travis County
Common School Districts who served in the 1930s, the common school district system “in
the early days™ was probably the quickest and only way to get a community school when
little or no state money was available for schools and “met the needs of the people in Texas.”
Local enthusiasm, subscriptions, and donations built the small schools on land donated for
both church- and school-related purposes.’”> Most schools had one teacher, but a few had as
many as six. The Common School Districts in Travis County had separate schools for

Whites (primarily German and SWGdlS]l nnmlgrants) Hlspamcs and Aﬂlcan-Amcrlcans 33

Many Aﬁ'lcan Amerlcan chﬂdren went to classes held in “Negrc tenant houses or chmches
which were inadequate. ..”*

Acccrdmg to a review of the T exas T eachers Dazly Regzstei for the years 1934 to

1 thrcugh gt gradcs Durmg cach of the school years rcpresented in the Regzsfer most
classes at schools in District No. 11 had about 40 to 50 students. In 1937 five children from
St. John’s Orphanage, which served African Americans, went to a school in Fiskville
Common District No. 11.%

Fiskville’s first school was built around 1867 on land crlgmally owned by Josiah
Fisk.* One teacher taught snside the onc roomstonc buﬁchng, located on Upper Georgetcvm
Road, betwccn present day Deen Avenue and Elliot Street.”” Fiskville School was open to

White children. The Travis County School Annual (1906-1907) described the old rock

school-building as “warm and roomy. (It) has a commodious vestibule, a feature that most



schools lack. Calcimining the walls and painting the blackboards would add much to the
school-room’s appearance and usefulness” (p.53). In 1907 Fiskville School received $15
from a box supper. Proceeds were used to purchase new windows, a door, wire netting for
windows and shades. Teachers and students washed the walls, floor, and windows and
polished the stove. The Hawthorne Library Plan bought a 30 volume library for the school at

a cost of $10.3%

In 1906-1907, African Amencem children in Fiskville District No. 11 went to Walnut

Creek and St. Paul schools should be consolidated. There is absolutely no sense in
maintaining the two schools, in the same district, so close together, on $200 a year, $100 to
each school” (p.71). In 1907 the Colored schools in District No. 11 received a new stove-

pipe.”?

Around 1912-1914, Fiskville School added another classroom and a small entrance

room, and two teachers taught class. The school’s library was a bookcase with a few books

and Webster’s Unat’:nr zdged Dictionarry mounted on a stand. A shed near the school held the
students’ horses.”® This first school burned in 1915 (see photo), and a three-room frame

structure, known as F iskvi.llé' School; replaced it. - In 1917, White 'st'udéﬁ'tsubnly attended
arades one through seven at Fiskville School."!

The boys of FISkvﬂle Schooi formed a baseball team, which played in Fiskville and

other communities.”? In the 193 Os area school chﬂdxen often swam in the creeks and spent
summer days in the Fisk house. “With its one-foot thick walls, it was the coolest place

around.”*



In 1950 about 107 students in grades 1 to 6 attended F1skv1lle School At that time,

L e

Common School District the sum of $6 448 65 for the buﬂdmg and the I 46 acres. In 1953,

the school was remodeled to have three classrooms and a cafeteria.**

The Fiskville School held its last class in May 1957 because a new schooi was set to
open in Sellatember 1957 Tlus new school T.A. Brown was to “bem; ....... modern brick building
1ocat“ed onﬂ ae.extensmn of West Anderson Lane at about Guadalupe and Northwest Crest.”
What is now Brown Elementary at 505 West Anderson Lane originally consisted of eight

acres and one building with twelve classrooms, a library, cafeteria, offices, and an air-

conditioned visual education room.* Accordmg to Starr Barkley ( 1963), the Saint Michael’s

e ot e .

the 19605.46

Religion, Churches, and Cemeteries

Many c1tlzens of Flskvﬂie attended Walnut Creek Baptzst Church R.H. Taliaferro

1856. The ﬁrst services toek place at the church building on Walnut Creek, now at 12062
North Lamar Boulevard, in May 1861.*7 Several families known to have lived in Fiskville

(Abercrombie, Holler, LaRue, Neans, and Payton) are represented in the Walnut Creek

Baptlst Church Cemetery The oldest known mtemment in tlns cemetery dates to J anuar y

1860, and the most recent dates to April 1998. Itis p0331b1e that burials took place before



1860 as the church was established in 1856. Burials in this cemetery were limited to
members of Walnut Creek Baptist Church.*

Near Braker Lane, there were two “Colored” churches. Mount Salem was a
Methodlst Chuxch It faced a Colored Baptlst Church Mount ZIOI], ) The Saint Paul’s
Cemetery for Afmcan Amencans was located to the East of Lowe1 Georgetown Road All of
the headstones in St. Paui 3 Cemetery and most records have dzsappeared 30

Groups from churches in Austin sometimes hel_c}icamp meetmgsm Fiskv%}'le. For
example until the start of the Civil War, the First (United) Methodist Church, located at the
northeast corner of Mulberry Street (now 10" Street) and Brazos Street in Austin, held camp
meetings in Fiskville after harvest time that lasted from four to seven days. Church members
from First Methodist held a camp meeting in late July 1859 near Fiskville, and in October
1860 near Walnut Creek, with Rev. J.W. Whipple.”! In 1857, Josiah Fisk, who was a
Methodist, sold some of his land in Fiskville to be used for purposes related to the Methodist
Episcopal Church South.>

FISkvﬂle Cemetery, Whlch covers about ﬁve acres, is located just east of Big Walnut

Trustees (WIHIELI‘I] Wllkes Glies Burdett and S B Moore) to be used asa pubhe bunal

efs’m}d-__’_“_, »

Currently, there are about 1,136 people buried in Fiskville Cemetery There are a few

unkept. About 316 surnames are represented in the Fiskville Cemetery, including Caswell,

10



Deen, Duval, Payton, and Robinson. The earhest Lnown date of death aunong the graves in

among the graves belonﬂs to Drew A Bradford (1902 1999) o8

Several families known to have hved in Fiskville (Dillingham, Fisk, Kramer, Parmer,
Rundberg, Zimmerman) are not represented in Fiskville Cemetery or the Walnut Creek
Baptist Church Cemetery. The Kramer family was Catholic, and its members were buried in
Austin.”’
People of Fiskville
Josiah Fisk and Family

Fiskville was named for J osmh Frsk who built the ﬂrst house in Frskvrlle and raised
his famlly there .T osrah F isk was born on November 12, 1812 in Penfield, New York to

Nathan Frsk (1775 18’?9) and Rebecca Canﬁeld F1sl( (1781 1853) 3 He had one sister and

Several brothers mcludmg George Greenleaf (1807-1888) who eventually lived in Bastlop,
Williamson, and Brown Counties.*® Josiah lived with his mother, father, and siblings on a
small acreage farm in Penfield, New York until he was 13 years old. When Josiah was 12 or

13, his father dred and Josiah left home to live with his father’s brother ona farm in

Massaehrlsetts.

In Massachusetts, Josiah worked on his uncle’s farm and attended the district school
and then Cummington Academy. Following Cummington Aoademy he brreﬂy taught school
in Yates, New York. Then, Josiah joined one of his brothers and enrolled in Hanover
College in Indiana.5 After graduatmg ﬁom Hanover College, Josiah taught school in

Gallatin County, Kentucky for a year. He Ieft Kentucky to complete a law course, taught by

the Honorary Stephen A. Douglas, in Jacksonville, [llinois. On December 3, 1835, Josiah

11



passed the Illinois bar.® Later, he opened a law office in Hillsborough lilinois. In

s |

from Montgomery County to the Leglslature of the 11" General Assembly in Springfield,
Tllinois. o

After hearing about the many opportunities in Texas from his older brother Greenleaf,

the Ohio and other rivers.® In 1846 Josnah enhsted ancl served as Corporal in the war agamst

Mex1co (1846 1848) 86 At the close of the war, he began agam to practlce law and locate

and buy land He acquued a large tract of land about six miles north of Austm a.nd

estabhshed a re31denoe. A large sprmg of cold clear water gushed from the gromld on lns

estate Wluch was known as “Cold Water Farm ” While in Flslcvﬂle in addmon to owmng a

and Wllh'amson counties.”® He also .acqmred and sold land %

H1s law ofﬁce speelel1zed 1n"establ1sh1.1.té land titles. Texas had operated under three
distinct government administrations (Mexico, Texas, and the U.S.), there were overlapping
land grants issued by each of the governments in the state.”® Josiah eventually owned a lot of
land because generally, clients who sought and obtained titles paid attorneys who specialized
in these matters, like Josiah, some of the claimed tract.

On August 10", 1848, in Travis County, Josiah married Narcissa L. White.”

Narcissa “;S born n Alabama n 1828 and was the daughter of a wealthy planter who

possessed a lot of land and some slaves. Accordmg to Josiah Fisk’s dlary, Narc1ssa brought

to the Fisk estate her maid Aunti Ede and Ede’s twoboys, George and Aaron. Josiah and



Narcissa lived in a two-story combination rock residence on the west side of Upper

Georgetown Road (now Very near 8810 North Lamar Boulevard). Their residence also
served as the stage coach stop Wzthm a year of their- marriage, when Josiah was about 32

and Narc1ssa was about 21 years old, Narcissa gave birth to Gideon Greenleaf (1849 1874)

In 1850 the Fisk estate was valued at $6,000. The Fisk household included Josiah, Narmssa,
and one year-old Gideon, 59 year-old Elizabeth White from Alabama, perhaps Narcissa’s
mother, and two German laborers, one 15 and the other 35 years old.”

Josiah and Narcissa had five more children together: Irene Rebecca (1851-1854),

Josiah Nathaniel (1852 1872) Burr (1853 1854) Mary Ww. (1854 ]858), and Narmssa (born
1858). Irene Rebecca, Burr, and Mary died before the age of five. Narcissa Fisk died while

giving birth to little Narcissa on March 30, 1858.

In 1860 Josiah Fisk owned a total of 690 acres of land. Hls farm mcludmg

cows, 4 workmg oxen, and 30 other cattle. His farm produced rye and Indian corn..”

According to the 1860 Census, the Fisk household included 45 year-old Josiah, 11 year-old
Gideon, 7 year-old Josiah Nathanial, and 2 year-old Narcissa. Josiah Fisk owned one slave
house and three slaves, most likely Ede and her two sons who had come to Fiskville with
75

Narcissa.

In 1861, Josiah Fisk married Vashti Harkness He met Vasht1 through her brother

,,,,,, e, e e

Wﬂham Harkness Wllham Harkness his wife, three chlld.ren hlS two smters aud two

bom onNovember 10 1861 kd



the early 1860s, citizens in Texas were holding public meetings where public

figures were expected to speak for or agamst secession. 1051ah Flsk argued for remaining in

the Union.”™ Texas, of course, joined the Confederacy and began to raise an army. A
committee was selected to obtain Josiah Fisk’s enlistment. The committee found Josiah in

his office and tried to persuade him to join the Confederacy Josiah refused. When the

\ <%
authorities learned of his refusal, they sent a detaehment from the army to 1115 home, only to- |
find Josiah in bed with a raging fever and dysentery. The soldiers told Josiah that he would
be forced to join the Confederacy in two weeks. Sometime during the next two weeks,

J 051311 with h15 nephew Roy Harkness ﬁed F 1skv111e 79 /

Josiah and Roytraveled north but were unable to cross the line into Federal

Protection. So, they turned back, intending to cross the Sabine River into Louisiana. On the

way, Roy aeeepted the opportumty to haul cotton to the ports as a teamster Somehow he

reached Brownswlle, crossed the R10 Grancle and got passage to New York J 031ah cwssed

.......... ——e

In New Orleans in the early 1860s, Josiah was an active organizer and leader in the

Texas Loyalty League. 80 Its objective was to “unite Texans in the worlk of restoring the

national authority, espeexally in Texas, and to give aid to loyal Texans who may arrive as

»81

refugees in (New Orleans).”™ In 1863 at a Loyalty League meeting, Josiah spoke out against

slavery, wanting to * brlng freedom and liberty to (God’s) people of every color.”™

According to Josiah’s dlary, he taught for some time in New Orieans but became
anxious because others who were sympathetic to the Union were being arrested. Josiah
decided to flee Louisiana. He advised his students that there would be no class on Monday

and Teft Frlday at dusk After a long, arduous, and dangerous journey, Josiah reached the
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outposts of the Union army. Shortly after, he was sent to Washington D.C. and remained
there until the close of the war.

After the war ended, he .r“eturned to Texas to reunite with his family, with whom he
had corresponded little. He found devastation and ruin and was seen by many as a traitor, so

he decided to Ieave J oszah traded a large tract of land for a drove of horses, collected his

fannly, and started off for Kansas

The families of Fisk and Harkness had two covered wagons, a light carriage, and
enough saddles for the boys to ride the horses. Traveling through Oklahoma, or “Indian
Territory,” was difficult and unsafe, particularly because drinking water was hard to find.

Daniel and Jacob Harkness died durmg the j Joumey The group ﬁnally arrived in

he, Vashti the daughter Narmssa, and the youngest son Wilbur moved to St. Mary s. In St.
Mary’s the Ku Klux Klan was active against Blacks, Whites who sympathized with them,

and members of the Republican Party The Klan terrorized the Fisk family and forced them

to retum to New Oﬂeans

the west side of the MlSSlSSlppl Rwer but the famxly contmued to reside in New Orleans,
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where Josiah also ran a private practice during the week and preached on Sundays.*® Josiah

was hcensed as a local Methodist preacher and eventually admitted into the Loulslana

Conference From 1872 to 1880, J oszah also served as a pubhc notary in New Olleans (see
photo of Josiah FlSk)HThe majority of the notanzed docuitients were land sales.™ .Josmh s
eldest son, Gideon, became attorney for Jefferson City, formerly a part of Jefferson Parish
and now a suburb of New Orleans.*? In 1880 Josiah, Vashti, and Wilbur lived together in
Carrollton (New Orleans), Louisiana. Wilbur was studying law.”®

While Josiah was attorney for Jefferson Parish, a Democrat became governor, and the
govemment tried to force Jcswh out of office by withholding his salary. Josiah Fisk brought
suit against the authonues of the Pansh He won, but they refused to pay Other legal battles
ensued. Josiah and his family in the meantime moved to Council Bluffs, Iowa in 1881 where
some years. prevmusly ﬁe had purchased a h&iﬁé. """""""""""

In December 1885, Josiah brought three suits against Jefferson Parish, Louisiana in
December 1885 for salary and fees due him when he worked for the parish of Jefferson as a

district attorney from 1871 to 1874. The United States Supreme Court ultlmately rendered a

Fisk received notlﬁcatlon that his claim against the city of New Orleans had been settled and
he would receive about $4,000.%%
“After the infirmities of age came upon him, (Josiah) took up his residence with his

youngest son in Naperville (Chicago), Illinois.”™” Josial died on May 19, 1901 in Napervﬂle
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Edward Zimmerman and Family

The first post office in Fiskville was established in August 1873 with Edward

Zimmertiian as its postmaster Edward Zlmmerman a Gelman mmngrant amved in Texas

in 1844 at the : age of 27. Before commg to Fiskvﬂie he l1ved in Fredencksburg and mamed

Regina Reinhard of New Braunfels in 1850. "I';og'eﬂlet, they made theu‘ homem Flskvﬂle In

wagon trail from Austin to Waco and moved in with thetr baby daughter I"iona(n)

Zimmerman worked to support his family by trading with neighbors, including local

198

Indians, and travelers on the trail.”™ His business prospered and shortly, in 1856, he sold the

the present 1600 Payton Gm Road In 1895 Zunmerman reported owning 173 acres of

land.”?

According to the 1870 Census Florla(n) Zimmerman, who ‘was 17 years old, Worked

as a clerk at the Ftslwﬂle store thmennan was the postmaster of Flskvﬂle unttl his death
on October 12, 1901. Miss Bonita Znnmerman taught at Flskvﬂle School in 1906-1907. 100
Miss Icie Zlmmerman taught at Fzskvﬂle School durmg the years 1914 to 1917 ot

Thomas Owen Maxwell |

Thomas Owen Maxwell (1853-1937) and his parents C.A. and Cynthla (Owen)

Maxwell moved to Fiskville in 1871. Thomas after graduatmg from Vanderbﬂt University

in 1878, retumed to Flskvﬂle to practlce medleme. He served as physician at the Austin
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State Hospital and as supermtendent of the Southwest Texas Hospltal in San Antonio. He

died at hlS home in Austin in 1937.'%?

Dora Dieterich Bonham

Dora Dieterich Bonham (1902-1973), a businesswoman and historian, was born to
Annie (Fulkes) Dieterich and Roy Ferguson in Watters, Texas. She attended schools in
Fiskville and Austin before entering the University of Texas in 1921. She is buried in
Walnut Creek Cemetery.'®
Historic Buildings
9019 Parkfield

Edward Zimmerman built a fachwei k house in Fiskvﬂle that is st111 standmg at 9019

Parkfield. Fachwe: k a common German method of bulidmg involved a light frame of

[

timbers filled n wﬁh stone or brick and local materials. On the 111ter10r the tlmbers and

stone were often fully exposed On the exterlor pla;ter or Wlntewash covered all but the
timbers. Unlike English settlers in the area who usually built one-room or dog-trot log
structures surrounded by additional single-purpose buildings, German settlers built roughly
square one and a half story structures with pitched roofs and multiple rooms. Germans
would often enlarge the structure as necessary, adding rooms, rather than erect separate out-

s

buildings.'™ The heuse on Parkfleld 18 the only fL’lChW(:'I k structme in Travis County.'®

George Washlngton Davis (1806-1884) originally owned the 1and on Whlch the
Jfachwerk house at 9019 Parkfield now stands. Davis and his wife, Emiline Wells, moved to
Texas in 1835 and settled in Bastrop County in 1838. He fought for the Republic of Texas,

and in 1841, the Republic of Texas deeded him the land. Davis and Emiline settled in

18
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Austin, and he served the new government of the State of Texas. On June 24, 1854, Davis

4

sold, “for $1,000 in coin dollars..., 320 acres of land situated on the headwaters of the

Southern Branch of Walnut Creek, about five miles North of the city of Austin...” to Edward

N

annerman

In 1854, the same year the first State Capitol Building was constructed, Edward
Zimmeﬁnaﬁ built the house at 9019 Parkfield. The Zimmerman family used the faclwerk
house as a hoe;e.eﬁd a..&kadin.g p.n.ost.. It has limestone rock fef fill and olx;i.ginall‘ymeensisted of
two small rooms—a small bedroom on the north and a larger kitchen and living area on the

south. Later, the family added a room on the east side and extended the roof line S0 the

attic, which had a door, prov1ded storage space for the trading post. Currently, Iustorlahs
know of only three buildings in Austin at their original locations that pre-date the house on
Parkfield: the French Legation at 802 San Marcos Street, a log farm house at 4811 Sinclair
Avenue dating to the 1840s, and the farm house at Boggy Creek Farm, built in 1840-1841
and located at 3414 Lyons Road. ““m

In the 19505 when Haywood Reese, owner of Reese Lumber Company, and his wife,

the creek just west of the house, and a large garden outsude the kitchen door. Haywood

Reese added asbestos 51dmg, electrical wmng and mdoor pIumbmg Prevmus occupants of

the house obtamed Thelr water from a spring located north of the creek. There was also a
porch where Mr. and Mrs. Reese would sit and shoot doves in the front yard. Turkeys,

sheep, chickens, guineas, and rabbits also inhabited the front yard.
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In 1964 the Reese family made additional renovations when Mr. Reese’s ailing
mother moved into the house. They drilled a more reliable well south of the house, the
r;:amains of which are in the back yard of a duplex at 9017 Parkfield.'"’ They covered interior
walls with paneling, erected false ceilings several feet below the original high ceiling,
enclosed the long covered porch on the north side to create a huge kitchen and utility roons,
and extended the 1856 addition to add another bathroom and additional living space.

In the 1980s the house changed hands several times. Glyn Durham, a local builder
and the 15™ owner of the house, began to convert it to a duplex. In the winter of 1984-1985'," ”
he removed the siding to repair pipes, saw the old walls, and notified the Austin Historical
Society. Durham stopped remodeling the house and applied for historic zoning, which was
granted by the Austin City Council granted on June 7, 1985. Durham later sold the house to
Randy and Phyllis Fletcher.

The Fletchers began restoring the house and occupied it for a short time. They
repaired damage caused by remodeling, installed new appliances, and refinished the exterior.
In 1992, Phyllis Fletcher sold the property to Samuel Williams, the present occupant.

The Settlement Home at 1600 Payton Gin Road

Edward and Regina Zimmerman and their larger family moved from the house at
9019 Parkﬁeld to a new ‘solid stone house at 1600 Payton Road after thelr tradlng store
.prospered They remeuned in thlS home raising thelr three chﬂdren f01 many years. -

The land at 1600 Payton Gin Road was originally part of a Mexican land grant from
the state of Coahuila to Thomas Jefferson Chambers. The house has Q{:_;_tyfgg;,tjl;i.g}g}}and )

hewn cream colored walls made of stone from nearby hills. The milled wood came from

- e e+ e A L

Bull Creek Mills. In the center of the house is the ﬂont entrance and a porch with Victorian



trim. The entrance opens to a central hallway which runs the depth of the house. On the
east side, is a large room with a fireplace. On the west side are two smaller rooms. A long
hallway on the north side, which was eventually enclosed, leads down several steps to the
root cellar, which was used to store food.

On June 1, 1964, the Settlement Club of Aushn pmchased the property, They

L

carefully restored and now maintain the bu1ld1ng, wh1ch serves as the ofﬁce for the

Settlement I—Iome for Cl:uldren In 1967, the Texas Historical Survey Committee awarded a

bronze medalhon recognizing the bu1ldmg s lnstorlc value
Farms Disappear and Fiskville Becomes Part of Austin

Opportumties avallable in Austm and elsewhere affected growth in F;slwﬂle

popular postal and shoppmg center. Z1mmerman s store bumed down and was not rebuilt.
The commumty of Manor formerly only a store mushroomed with the amval of the
railroad. 108 F1skv1ﬂe 's post office closed in 1901 By ﬂle eeuly 19305 the number of

res1dents had fallen to 50.'% The falling prices of cotton in Texas along with rising property

taxes in the 1930s rnay ‘Thave forced many farmers in Fiskville to sell their farms and leave the
area.

After World War II the farming economy in Texas became more diversified. During

this era of grovvth and development, farming became a highly mechanized business, and
many farmers left their small farms and moved to larger towns. The part of Fiskville east of

Lamar Boulevard was annexed io Austin in the 1950s, but F1skvzlle retamed 1ts 1de11t}ty asa

separate commumty until the mid- 19605 when the por‘tion west of Lamar was annexed to

[o

Austin. " In 1967, IBM opened its plant s1te to north Burnet with 500 employees ﬁom



Lexington, Kentucky.'!!

In the 1960s and 70s, many families sold their farms. Developers,
such as Nash Phillips and Clyde Copus, created subdivisions with single-family homes and

apartment complexes in place of the farms.
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City of Austin

Founded by Congress, Republic of Texas, 1839
Municipal Building, Eighth at Colorado, PO. Box 1088, Austin, Texas 78767 Telephone 512/974-2000

February 6, 2003

Ms. Ernestine Thompson

Travis County Historical Commissioner
1112 Gazania Drive

PAlugerville, Texas 78660

SUBJECT: OLD FISKVILLE HISTORICAL MARKER

Dear Ms. Thompson,

My staff and 1 have been working with the North Austin Civic Association (NACA) and the
librarian of the Little Walnut Creek Branch Library for about 2 years to allow NACA to improve
and beautify the southwest corner of N. Lamar Boulevard at Payton Gin Road, known locally as
“Heron Hollow”. NACA’s improvement plan includes the location of an Old Fiskville historical
marker with granite gravel trails leading to it, as shown on the attached plan.

NACA has my permission to place the marker, as well as to make the other improvements, as part
of our authorization agreement with the Association.

Should you need additional information, please call Sarah Campbell, Senior Planner, at 974-6765.

Sincerely,

iAo

esus M. Olivares, Director
Parks and Recreation Department

xc: Brian Almon, NACA

Attachment
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STAFF CONTACT: DanK. Utley 512 475-2692 -
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QTY. DESCRIPTION PRICE PER AMOUNT
ORDERED
47  Photocopies $.15 each $7.05
Postage 3
TOTAL PAID $ 7.05

Please make check payable to the Texas Historical Commission and refer to THC Invoice Number on
memo line of check. Thank you. '

P.O. BOX 12276 = AUSTIN, TX 78711-2276 » 512/463-6100 - FAX 512/475-4872 « TDD 1-800/735-2989
wwnw the. state. ey



T EX A S Rick Peery = Governor

John L. Nau, T« Chatrman

H I S T O RI C A_ L F. Lawerence Oaks *  Exentive Director
C OMMISSION The State Agency for Historic Preservation

LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL

TO:
BILEL MCGARRY Date: November 26, 2003
11218 SCARBOROUGH CT Name: | Dan K. Utley
SAN ANTONIO TX 78249 Re: Email requests dated Nov. 24, 2003
COPIE _ )
1 Materials from Fiskville historical marker application file
1 Texas Administrative Code rule on marker application requirements

NOTE: This is in response to your email inquiries of November 24, 2003. As requested, we are providing a copy of
all documents in the pending Fiskville historical marker file. Additionally, we are including a rule reference from the
Texas Administrative Code that addresses the type of documentation and citations we require of all marker applicants.

Copy: [Reading File Signed:
THC Web Site: Title:  [Marker Program Coordinator
www.the.state.tx.us Assistant Director, History Programs Division

512/475-2692; 512/475-3122 Fax
dan.utley@thc.state.tx.us

P.O. Box 12276 » Austin, TX 78711-2276 » 512/463-5853 +» Fax 512/475-3122 « TDD 1-800-735-2989



mcgarry@concentric.net, Fwd: ORR-Fiskville marker application N.26-3

To: megarry(@concentric.net

From: Dan Utley <dan.utley(@thc.state. tx.us>
Subject: Fwd: ORR-Fiskville marker application
Ce:

Bee: Cynthia, Terry, 2

Attached:

Mr. McGarry:

As per your email requests of November 24, we have today mailed you copies of materials from the
Fiskville marker file, as well as a copy of our rule on resource documentation. If we can be of further
assistance, please let me know.

Thanks.

Dan

From: "Bill McGarry" <mcgarry{@concentric.net>
To: <thc@thc.state.tx.us>

Subject: ORR-Fiskville marker application

Date: Fri, 21 Nov 2003 10:56:37 -0600

X-Mailer: Microsoft Outlook Express 6.00.2800.1106

This is an open records request for all externally and internally generated TDH documentation (including staff
review notes, phone calls, etc.) concerning the 2003 historical marker application filed by the North Austin Civic
Association forthe community of Fiskville. This should include communications with the Travis County
Historical Association in this matter.

Thank you

Bill McGarry

11218 Scarborough CT
San Antonio TX 778249
(210)-690-4884

From: "Bill McGarry" <mcgarry{@concentric.net>
To: <thc(@the.state.tx.us>

Subject: ORR-plagiarism

Date: Fri, 21 Nov 2003 13:07:37 -0600

X-Mailer: Microsoft Outiook Express 6.00.2800.1158

This is an open records request for ALL THC policies (published and

Printed for Dan Utley <dan.utley@the.state.tx.us>



megarry@concentric.net, Fwd: ORR-Fislville marker application

unpublished) concerning

plagiarism by historical marker applicants using both copyrighted and
non-copyrighted materials. Please send

citation/attribution stipulations, both internally and externally,
generated.

Thank you

Bill McGarry

11218 Scarborough CT

San Antonio TX 78249

Dan K. Utley, Histarian
Assistant Director, History Programs Division
Marker Program Coordinator

Printed for Dan Utley <dan.utley@thc.state.tx.us>



Lisa Kerber, Ph.D.

St. David’s Root Cause Project
1925 Rutland Dr., Suite N
Austin, Texas 78758

Phone: (512) 339-2851

Fax: (512) 339-3272

Email: lisa(@sdsvs.org

March 12, 2004

Emestine Thompson

Research Marker Chair

Travis County Historical Commission
1112 Gazania Drive

Pflugerville, TX 78660

Dear Ms. Emestine Thompson,

Attached is our application for a historical marker commemorating Fiskville. Please find:
1) Application form
2) Narrative Fiskville
3) Map and photos of Heron Hollow, proposed site of marker.
4) Map of area north of Austin including Fiskville
5) Map of Fiskville
6) Photo of Payton Gin
7) Photo of Fiskville School
8) Photo of Josiah Fisk
9) Appendix
10) Extended Bibliography.

I appreciate your involvement and look forward to getting your feedback. If
improvements need to be made, please advise, and we can do them together.

Sincerely,
//M;J/{/@W

Lisa Kerber




Lisa Kerber, 10:12 AM 10/8/2003 -0500, RE: Fiskville

Reply-To: <lisa@sdsys.org>

From: "Lisa Kerber" <lisa@sdsys.org>

To: <Dan.utley@the.state.te.us™>

Subject: RE: Fiskville

Date: Wed, 8 Oct 2003 10:12:32 -0500
Organization: Root Cause Project

X-Mailer: Microsoft Outlook, Build 10.0.2627
Importance: Normal

Hi Mr. Utley,

Thanks for calling. Don't bother sending a hard-copy of an application.
I'll check some out at the library. From your message, | understand
that I need to complete each of the numbered items. I'll contact you if
I have any questions.

Thanks,
Lisa

----- Original Message----—-

From: Lisa Kerber [mailto:lisa@sdsys.org]
Sent: Tuesday, October 07, 2003 2:35 PM
To: 'Dan.utley@the.state.tx.us'

Subject: Fiskville

Dear Mr. Utley,

This is a follow-up to the phone message 1 left for you. Recently, 1

started working with some community members from NACA who submitted an
application for a historical marker to commemorate Fiskville. 1

believe you wrote the comments to Ernestine Thompson concerning the

things that needed to be improved (dated June 15, 2003). 1 understand

your concerns and am in the process of cleaning up the application with

regard to checking and writing citations.

My question to you is how detailed and complete must the application be?
Is it possible to send me an example of a good one that was successful?
I noticed successful applications are at the Austin History Center, so

if it is difficult, and you don't have electronic copies, just let me

know, and I'll look at them there.

I was going to rework the application to make it professional as far as
research goes. One of the purposes, we think, of the marker is to
encourage people in the neighborhood to do further research. So, [ was

Printed for Dan Utley <dan.utley/@thc.state.tx.us>



Lisa Kerber, 10:12 AM 10/8/2003 -0500, RE: Fiskville

thinking of organizing the application in general, broad subjects such

as church/religion and education/schools. In each of these subjects, I
would like to find information on Black as well as White people. 1
thought if I did a little research on primary sources on a broad range

of subjects, people might be encouraged to take it further on their own.
And, T am hoping that this kind of broad examination would be sufficient
for the Texas Historical Commission.

Or, I can go through the list that you noted on the letter to Ernestine.

(I can fax you this list if you send me your fax number.) While some of
things on your list are interesting to me, others are not. 1 wasn't

sure if the instruction was to do everything on the list or most of it.

Please contact me at your convenience. I look forward to submitting an
application that will be interesting to read and well-documented. 1
welcome your input.

Thanks,
Lisa

Lisa Kerber, Ph.D.

Research Specialist

St. David's Foundation's Root Cause Project
1925 Rutland Drive, Suite N

Austin, TX 78758

Phone: (512) 339-2851

Fax: (512) 339-3272

Email: Lisa@sdsys.org

Printed for Dan Utley <dan.utley@thc.state.tx. us>
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In

To: <Dan.utley@the. state. tx.us>
Subject: Fiskville

Dear Mr. Utley,

This is a follow-up to the phone message I left for you. Recently, |

started working with some community members from NACA who submitted an
application for a historical marker to commemorate Fiskville. 1

believe you wrote the comments to Ernestine Thompson concerning the

things that needed to be improved (dated June 15, 2003). I understand

your concerns and am in the process of cleaning up the application with

regard to checking and writing citations.

My question to you is how detailed and complete must the application be?
is it possible to send me an example of a good one that was successful?
I noticed successful applications are at the Austin History Center, so

if it is difficult, and you don't have electronic copies, just let me

know, and I'll look at them there.

I was going to rework the application to make it professional as far as
research goes. One of the purposes, we think, of the marker is to
encourage people in the neighborhood to do further research. So, I was
thinking of organizing the application in general, broad subjects such

as church/religion and education/schools. In each of these subjects, 1
would like to find information on Black as well as White people. 1
thought if T did a little research on primary sources on a broad range

of subjects, people might be encouraged to take it further on their own.
And, I am hoping that this kind of broad examination would be sufficient
for the Texas Historical Commission.

Or, I can go through the list that you noted on the letter to Ernestine.

(I can fax you this list if you send me your fax number.) While some of
things on your kst are interesting to me, others are not. 1 wasn't

sure if the instruction was to do everything on the list or most of it.

Please contact me at your convenience. | look forward to submitting an
application that will be interesting to read and well-documented. 1
welcome your input,

Thanks,
I.isa

Lisa Kerber, Ph.D.
Research Specialist
St. David's Foundation's Root Cause Project

Printed for Dan Utley <dan.utley@thc.state.tx.us>
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RICK PERRY, GOVERNOR

June 15, 2003

Ernestine Thompson
1112 Gazania Drive
Pflugerville TX 78660

Dear Ernestine:

We have conducted a preliminary review of the Official Texas Historical Marker application for
Fiskville. Before we can complete the evaluation, however, we will need some additional
information.

1. The application form we were provided is a copy of a fax. which is not legible and not suitable
for our purposes. We need the original application form, with signatures, so I am enclosing a new
form which we will need to have completed and returned.

2. The narrative history, as presented, needs to be retyped since it has bolded areas and handwritten
footnotes in the text, and the endnotes are on a half page. Please submit a clean copy, with typed
footnotes and without the bolded sections.

3. The reference (bibliography) page should also be retyped, since it does not include full
information on Mary Starr Barkley's 1970 book and on the Handbook of Texas (needs volume and
page).

4. Since Mr. McGarry's research cannot be documented, it should not be listed as a source or noted
in the text unless there is corroborating evidence--1.e. other sources should be used for the
information he included in his articles.

5. We need additional information on the life of Josiah Fisk. Information on his brother, Greenleaf
Fisk (see Handbook article and the related sources cited) may provide some clues. We need to
know when and where he was born, when he came to Texas, how he served in the Texas
Revolution, his wife's name, when he died, where he's buried, etc. Census records and genealogical
resources may be helpful in that regard. Also, since his brother Greenleaf Fisk was so important to
Georgetown and Brownwood, the libraries there my have vertical files on the family history. The
State Archives or the San Jacinto Museum should have information on his military service.

6. Since so many sites are noted in the history, it would be helpful if we could be provided with a
map (handrawn would be sufficient} showing the various locations and distances in relation to the
proposed marker site and current roads. The map should include the schools, Payton Gin, Fisk
House site, commercial area, cemetery, churches, flour mill, etc.

7. The history notes a study was made of the early gravesites in the Fiskville Cemetery, but we
need some elaboration. When were the earliest graves? Is the cemetery still used? Are Fisk family
members buried there? What are general dates for the Germans and Czechs noted in the history?

8. We need more history on the St. Michael's school for African Americans. When did it begin,
and when did it close?

0. We need more information on the decline of Fiskvilie. What were the principal factors in the
decline? When did the town last show on county maps? When was the area incorporated into the
Austin city limits? Etc.

P.O. BOX 12276 « AUSTIN, TX 78781-2276 + 512/463-6100 « FAX 512/475-4872 - TDD 1-800/735-298%
wwwthe. state. (x.us
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Application for a Historical Marker to Commemorate the Fiskville Community

I am submitting this application on behalf of the North Austin Civic Association which
represents the 22,000 residents of the area bounded by Kramer Lane on the north, Lamar
Blvd on the east, Hwy 183 to the south and Metric Blvd to the west. NACA is engaged
in a project to create a pocket park on a property owned by the City of Austi%. The
property is located at the corner of Payton Gin Rd and North Lamar Blvd in an area of
Austin characterized by high population density, moderate to low-income housing and
rapidly changing demographic‘?. Developed in the late 1970°s it is not a neighborhood

- . . . . fo
most Austinites would consider to have any historical interest.

The members of NACA hope that an historical marker gracing the proposed Heron
Hollow park will stimulate neighborhood pride. With the historical marker in place they
intend to proceed with a project to further document the history of the neighborhood,
developing materials to be used to supplement the social studies curriculum in the local
public schools, published on the NACA web page, and mounted as visuals for display at

. . . .1
the Little Walnut Creek Library, the local schools and at the annual Quail Creek Festival.

I have attached a copy of the entry for Fiskville, Texas which appears in the Handbook of

Texas Online’ The following narrative draws liberally from that source as well as from

Mary Starr Barkley’s History of Austin and Travis Countuf



Narrative

The area now included within the boundaries of the North Austin Civic Association was
at one time a small, but independent farming community. Josiah Fisk who fought in the
Battle of San Jacinto built the first home in this part of northern Travis County in the
early 1850°s" (1850 census for Travis County). Fisk who served in the Texas Rangers in
1859 and in the Mexican Wag (Spurlin p. 245) was a surveyor and land speculator. The
1850 census for Travis County shows that he lived in dwelling #273q(at 8810 N
Lamar) with his wife, two children, and another couple. This structure served as a

stage coach stop as well as a homg. (McGarry)

The first post office was established in 1873,with Ed Zimmerman as its ]Jostmasttefi‘"=
Zimmerman’s home at 9019 Parkfield built in 1854 by George Davis is still standing
and is one of the oldest buildings in Austin. It is unusual in that it is a “fachwerk”
or wattle and daub house house, few of which were constructed in Austin. Another
notable surviving building is the rock house at 1600 Payton Gin Rd dating from
approximately 1856-1857 which presently seives as the offices of the Seitlement
Homé& (Molineaux)

The community was named Fiskville in honor of its founde;.j:Z study of early graveg"
sites in the Fiskville Cemetery by Anne Molineaux revealed a pattern of Anglo-

Scottish and German settlement in the early days of the Fiskville cnmmu:ii%r with

later Czech additions.



The area’s first school was a one-room stone buildin% built in 1857 on land owned
originally by Josiah Fi;syl’g It burned and was replaced by a three-room frame structure
known as Fiskville School! A school for African-American children, the Saint
Michaels (Fiskvillt?f School was located at the northeast corner of Rundberg and

Lamar in the 196075,

Several streets in the NACA neighborhood, Kramer and Near;z for example, bear the

names of the families who once farmed the rich soil of the area. Another street name of
historical interest is variously spelled Peytmcl} or Payton Gin Rd. A fine photograph
of the Payton Gin taken in 1915 exists and can be viewed on the North Austin Civic

Association’s web page. (www.main.org/naca). It was located on the east side of

Lamar. Though primarily a farming community, Fiskville with its blacksmith shop,
general store, and stage coach inn served as a convenient stopping-off place for travelers
heading north to Waco on the Upper Georgetown Roaclf the present North Lamar Blvd.
By the rr1id—1880’s{,athe population had grown to 120 sufficient to support a union church

and a steam flour mill as well (Handbook vol. 2 p. 1015f

Fiskville was a popular destination in the later years of the nineteenth century for Austin
residents Wishing to spend a day or an evening in the country. Mary Starr Barkley in her
History of Austn and Travis County notes that a bicycle club made frequent excursions to
Fiskville by moonligh\tf“(Batrkle},r p. 326). E.W. Haller’s peach orchard, the largest in
Central Texas)f'which occupied the area west of the Payton Gin, Lamar junction until

1898 must have added considerably to Fiskville’s charm. Holler moved to Fiskville in

A mel” Arzromentd



1876. He harvested fruit from thousands of Alexander, Amsden, Beatrice, Early
Rivers and Robert E. Lee peach treeg(Barkley p. 38) Just before the turn of the
century Fiskville began to decline. The 1895 US Atlas lists a population of 43 for
Fiskville. The post office was discontinued in 1901{ The Fiskville County School
District was consolidated with A.1S.D. inﬂlj959. %I—Iandbook vol 2 p. 1015) Fiskville

/o
remained a separate community until annexed by Austin in the mid 1960’s.



New Text Document

Foot Notes
1. Austin History Center, File A.F.1900;Fiskville, Travis County.
Fiskville School Class 1892, 1914,
Post Master & Post Office of Travis Co. Tx., 1846-1930 Glessary.
2 The Austin Citizen,11-15-75,by Lena Shields.
3. The Austin-American-Statesman,May 19,1957, Fiskville "Looking Forward'.
Fiskville Community: "A Study of Early Days" by Anne Molineaux.
4, The Handbook of Texas,by Webb,Walter Prescott,ed.,Dallas:The Texas State
Historical Association,1952.;Handbook Vol. 2,page 1015.
5. Fexas Post Office by County,1986;Germans, John J.& Janzen,Myron.
Barkley, Mary Starr, The History of Austin & Travis County,p.38;p326. Texan Press 1963.
6. New Handbook of Texas,1996; Austin. Texas State Historical Association.
7. Neans, A.J., Personal Interview ,11-24-73. Spurlin,Charles,Texas Volume,p.245.

8. Travis County CAD Property Information.

9. McGarry,Bill; History: NACA Neighborhood of Fiskville (4th series).

10. Handbook of Texas On-Line, The General,V. E. SmyrL
Pease-Graham-Niles; Family Papers 1952-1973.

11. City of Austin Site Approval Letter-2-6-03.

Page 1
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POSTMASTERS & POST OFFICES OF
TRAVIS COUNTY, TEXAS

1846 - 1930
FISKVILLE (Travis)
Zimmerman, Ed., 22 Aug 1873
Tipton, T. D., 26 Apr 1875
Zimmerman, Ed., 24 May 1875
Shannon, Robt. S., 15 Nov 1889 (C)
Deen, Irwin J., 11 Feb 1896
Christensen, Therkild A., 13 Feb 1901
Discontinued 31 Jly 1901; papers to Austin

POSTMASTER
INDEX COUNTY INDEX

POST OFFICE PERSONNEL
INDEX RECORDS

# |

~ GLOSSARY ~

Note: Counties within parentheses following the
name of the post office; e.g., "ROADVILLE (Anderson, Houston)"
designate the lineage of that post office. That is, Roadvilie
was originally located in Anderson County, but was
changed to Houston County. (usually a result of county boundary changes)
To discern the complete iineage of such a post office, search
all counties listed in the parentheses,
The date appearing after the postmaster's name is the date that he or she was appointed.
Acting postmaster
Served temporarily, or for another postmaster,
Ad int (Ad interim)
Refers to the tenure of an acting postmaster who serves until the regular
postmaster returns from military service.
[Apparently re-established], etc.
Omissions by postal clerks are fairly common
in the original postal registers -- especially in regard to the
re-establishment date of a post office.
Bracketed entries reflect the compiler's speculations on these omissions.
Cg'd {Changed)
The name of the post office was changed, or its site was moved to another location,
though in some instances, when a name change occurred, the post office location
was also changed.

Example: "Elizabeth,” in Denton County was changed to

"Roanoke," but the records do not indicate that Roanoke was, in fact, located
approximately 3 miles southeast of Elizabeth.

(C)

Later commissioned. Notation in the postal registers that a postmaster
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Twenty-nine members of the;
old Fiskville community met]
recenily in a local cafcteria fm'ﬁ
a lengthy session of “‘remember!
when . .." in the days of 1004
to 1964,
i Each. guest was proud to tell
of his relationship to the days
of the old rock schoolhouse, the
heart of the community in those;
days. They especially came to;
honor one of their leachers,|
Mrs. Annie Bonnor Marley, the
widow of the laie Brig. Gen.
James P. Marley, who makes
fier home in Austin at 504-B Bell-
vue,

Participants recalled that the
old schoolhouse was the selting
for many romances. One teach-
er, with an average attendance
of almost 70 children, tanght all
subjects ranging {rom pgarde
school to high school . . . for 3
tsalary of %40 per month.

The' guesis present varied in
-age from 50 to 90. Included in
the list were some from Hous-
ton and others from San Antonio. |
They were Paul Hornberger,
Mrs. Ethel Miles Jenkins, Acie
Wehb, Mrs. Ruby Fox Elliott,
Mrs. E. R. Pils, Fleg Zim-
merman, Mrs. Ada Deen, Mrs.
Charlie R. Foster, Mr. and Mrs.
Wylie Nichols, Leman J, Nich-|
ols, Rufus C. King, Martin Ra-
ven, Mr, and Mrs, G. B. Mus-
sett, Mrs. Alma Bratton, Mrs.;
! Annie Johnson Garrison, Mrs..
Alice Mussett Ayers, Miss:
Ella Ayers, Mrs. Allie May Saun-'
ders Murphy, Mrs, Beulah Ash-
wood Cox and Mrs. Helen Dill-
A, o ingham Fox.

Also Monroe Fox, Mrs. Beu-
lah Cox Dornwell Jr., Billie
(Cox, Mrs. Emma Zimmerman
Evans, Mrs. Lois Davis Gart-
et e v man, Charley Johnson and Mrs.
Charley Anderson, another {or-
mer teacher of Fiskville. .
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The present frame building
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This 1§ the Fiskville School clase of 1882, The teacher

was Mrs. F. L. Shepherd, from V
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TO: Ernestine Thompson, Sarah Campbell, Brian Almon, Stephanie Neely
FROM: Dan K. Utley

RE: Fiskville, Travis County

DATE: May 21, 2003

We have received your application for an Official Texas Historical Marker, and we look forward to
working with you on the project. Please refer to your guidelines and application booklet, or check
our web site (www.the.state.tx.us) under “markers and designations,” for information on the
application process.

At this point, we have checked the application to be sure it includes all the required components. If
itemns are missing, they will be noted below and should be submitted as soon as possible so we can
proceed with our full evaluation once the application comes up for review in approximately 45
days. Please note that in order to be fair to all marker applicants, we review the applications in the
order in which they are received.

Ttems needed:

None; packet is complete. Thanks! [] Site plan

[_] Signature of authorized CHC member [] Floor plan delineating any changes

[_] Signature of marker site property owner [] Current photos of all exterior sides

[ ] Type and size of marker requested [ ] Historic photos

[ ] Photograph of the proposed marker site [ ] Street address or directions to marker site
[ ] Documented narrative history [_] City/county map showing marker location
[_] Bibliography of sources cited [ ] Name, address, phone of marker recipient
[ ] Endnotes or footnotes [ | Name and address of person who will pay
[ ] Legal description of property for the marker

Additional notes:

If you have questions at any point in the process, please call us. Thank you for your interest in
preserving and recording Texas history.

The Texas Marker Team::

Dan K. Utley Linda C. Henderson Egina Reyes

Marker Program Coordinator Historian/Marker Writer Office Manager
512/475-2692 512/463-5851 512/463-6063
dan.utley@thc.state.tx.us linda.henderson@the.state.tx.us egina.reyes@thc.state.tx.us

P.O. BOX 12276 = AUSTIN, TX 78718-2276 » 512/463-6100 « FAX 512/475-4872 » TDD 1-800/735-2989
wi e, state. ix.us
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City of Austin

Founded by Congress, Republic of Texas, 1839
Municipal Building, Eighth at Colorado, P.O. Box 1088, Austin, Texas 78767 Telephone 512,/974-2000

February 6, 2003

Ms. Ernestine Thompson

Travis County Historical Commissioner
1112 Gazania Drive

Pflugerville, Texas 78660

SUBJECT: OLD FISKVILLE HISTORICAL MARKER

Dear Ms. Thompson,

My staff and I have been working with the North Austin Civic Association (INACA) and the
librarian of the Little Walnut Creek Branch Library for about 2 years to allow NACA to improve
and beautify the southwest corner of N. Lamar Boulevard at Payton Gin Road, known locally as
“Heron Hollow”. NACA’s improvement plan includes the location of an Old Fiskville historical
marker with granite gravel trails leading to it, as shown on the attached plan.

NACA has my permission to place the marker. as well as to make the other improvements, as part
of our authorization agreement with the Association.

Should you need additional information, please call Sarah Campbell, Senior Planner, at 974-6765.

Sincerely,

L

csus M, Olivares, Director
Parks and Recreation Department

xc: Brian Almon, NACA

Attachment
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Little Walnut Creek Branch Library
835 W Rundberg Lan

Austin, TX 78758

Ph. 836-8976

Margaret Beamon

Travis County Historical Commission
314 W 11" St.

Austin, TX 78701

Dear Ms. Beamion,

In December I submitted an application for an historical marker to be placed on the property at
Payton Gin Rd and N Lamar Blvd in north Austin. The marker is to commemorate the historic
community of Fiskville. I submitted the application on behalf of the North Austin Civic
Association,

Mrs. Thompson reviewed the application. She contacted me in January and suggested that T add
material to the narrative which I have done. For your convenience the additions to the original
narrative are in bold type.

I appreciate the time you have devoted to this matter and I look forward to receiving your
evaluation of the amended narrative in the near future.

Sincerely,

__»"’Cﬁrz}:,_?‘j: /7.’.;_”__'; /
o
Stephanie Neely '

Managing Librarian
Little Walnut Creek Branch Library
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227103 Official Texas Historical Marker Application Form
THC use oly Please complete both sides of the form.
proposed marker fitle: B Fiskville . .
Titie subject to change by Texas Historical Commission (THC) staff and/or State Marker Review Board

County: Travis
Marker location (street address and city, or specific directions from nearest town oN state highway map).
g83(). Tamar BV N _Austin. TE 110239151_/__’039199[};]

-

e ——

Distance and direction of mariker topic from marker site (if applicable): —_‘_’_—4_’_‘___,_//'

e

spoedbed 00000%#0Q##Q#O#O0#0#*00###0#0#*0*00#&4¢0¢¢¢¢0§§Q0§#¢#‘0#0#0#*4&#0#0#00#0%’

Approval of County Histerical Commission
The application and narrative history rnust be approved BY the county nistatical commission (CHC) before sorwarding to the THC.

Frinted Nam,f of CHC chair or Mar
Signaturez A S PP DA
Mailing Address: £7 7 Lt
Daytime Phone p 57 L& 7 ARZ

*Marker committee chair signature accepted only if form signed by CHC chair is on file; call 51%/463-5653 to request form.
The CHC chalr or marker commitiee chair will automatically receive ail coples of corraspondence regarding this marker project.

pPermission of owner for marker placement

Permission fof placement of 2 marker must be obtained from the praperty owner. Please provide the name of a contact person if the
owner is an institution, organization of public entity. Do not complete This section ifthe market is ta be placed on right-of-way
maintained by the Taxas Department of Transportation.

Name: CATY OF AT D DgPT_}

Contact person (i ap licable).

Mailing address: %OO =,
Daytime Fhone:
Owner's signature:

Do you wish to receive copies of all correspondance concerning this rrarker application? Vi( Yes

To whorm should the request for paymerrcl‘t be addressed?

Name: Nortia Aoastin Peie sxcciati 2mu

Cantact person {if applicable): Br rav. Alwromn

MaiﬁﬂgﬂddTBSS: QS e 4 i{—amc b s € ﬂuS'["in T % jﬂ"iﬁz

Dayﬁmﬂphm"e‘- g3l - 13 355 FEX:2.5§:‘G‘2'J5.§ Email: buﬂiﬁ.n,ﬂlf‘rcﬂ (= gsz N S"f‘-"rr-‘f"‘ﬁ-

Does this person wish to receive copies of gli correspondence concerning this marker app1ication?>$ Yes 1 No
s there anyone else ta whom all carrespondence conceming this marker application should be addressed? (Only one,

lease.

ﬁame;zd_s:iffim-ﬂ— Ny eelo

Mailing address. £2 =2/ < e & T, e

Daytime Phane: FEgsH 2T & Fax €35 -0 3 61
- a1

Shipping instructions

in order to facilitate detivery of the matker, nejther post office bax numbers nar rural route numbers can pe accepted. T0 avoid

acditional shipping charges and time delays, use pusiness street address (open 8-5, Monday-Friday). if the marker is to be placea on

the hignway right-of-way, it will be shipped directly to the district highway sngineer.

Name. ‘,ff—-,m - [ L oo S
Straet Address:
. City, State, Zip Cadel
" Daytime Phone:

{OVER)




SEP :
. 12 2002 4:55PM LITTLE WALNUT LIBRARY

#“'-._':-——4—"--;_’_4___5__.—‘——’—’—"—“"*— 512-835-0361

Type and Size of Marker Desired (Please check one only.)

SUBJECT MARKERS _ . )
Subject markers are solely educational in nature and convey no 1egal restrictions to the property. They are appropriate for topics such

as church congregations, Businesses, persons, events and institutions. These markers shauld not be attgched to_bui!dings. lfthe
rmarker is to be attached (0 & surface cther than the foundry-provided post, please provide the requested inforrnation in the space

helow,

7 16" x 12" grave marker {comes with mounting bar) § 425
T 27" x 42" marker with post $1,250
1 27 x 42" marker without post (see below) ' %1,150
g 48" x 28" marker with post $ 850
48" x 28" marker without post (see below) § 750

It not an pest, to what {block of granite, gatepost, etc.) will the marker be attached?
Typse of material? (wood, stone, gte.)

RECORDED TEXAS HISTORIC LANDMARK MARKERS

Recarded Texas Historlc Landmark (RTHL) designation markers are reserved solely for historic structures deemed worthy of
preservation for thelr architactural integrity and historical associations. The RTHL designation cafies a measure of tegal protection for
the structure (see Marker Policles 13—18), and for that reason a iegal description (let and block numbers) is required. The most
commonly used marker for convaying this designation is the medallion and plaque (also teferred to as a building marker); however, the
48" x 28" or 27" x 42" markers may pe ordered for those who wish a greater amount of historical information to appea¥ in the marker
text. Pay careful attention not to damage historic building material if the marker is to be mounted diractly onto the structure. THC staff
can provide alternate ideas for mounting upon request.

- Medailion and 16" X 12" plaque with post $ 525
- Medaliion and 16" x 12" plague without post (see below) 5 425
o 27" x 42" marker with post $1,2680
- 27" x 42" marker without post (see below) $1,150
- 48" x 28" marker with post $ B&O
5 18" x 28" marker without past (see below) $ 780

if not on post, to what will the marker be atteched {building, gatepost, etc.)?
Type of material? (woed, stone, etc.)

Legal description of property (lot and block numbers; metes and bounds):
ABS 29 SUR 58
Applegate I ACR .97 (GREENBELT)

Before forwarding your material to the THC, please check ta make sure you have included the follawing ltems. lncomplete applications
cannot be considered and may be returned to the applicant

completed application form signed by the county historical commission chair or marker cammittee chair

narrative history with reference notes and bibliography

photograph of the proposed marker location {de not use instant/Polaroid or digital photos)

city, county or USGS map (8" x 11" format only) indicating marker location and other sifes related to the marker tapic
historic photo of praperty and current photographs of all elevations —no Polarcid of digital images (RTHL markers only)
lagal description of property (RTHL markers only)

fioor plans {RTHL markers only)

site plan (RTHL markers oniy)

L L L )

Additionat items, including directional signs and repiacement paris far 1936 markers, are available. Please contact the History
Programs Division for a separate order form.

Mail completed applications to the address below,

For more information contact:

Texas Histarical Commission, History Programs Division
P O. Box 122786, Austin, TX 78711-2276

Phone 512/463-5853, Fax 51 2/475-3122

www tho.statabous

The State Agency jor Historic Presercation

Rey. 2002



TEXAS

HISTORICAL
C OMMISSION OFFICIAL TEXAS HISTORICAL MARKER
PO. Box 12276 + Austin, TX 78711-2276 EVALUATION FORM
[ Title: Fiskville

Address: 8830 N. Lamar

City: Austin

| County: Travis | Job#: 22703

| Size: 18" x 28" with post | Codes: SM, GT, PI | Year: 2004 ]
Meets significance & documentation requirements: [X]Yes [ INo

i
Comments: The history originally submitied for this application needfadditional work,
and several concerned citizens have participated together to provide the detéli/ed
history we now have for evaluation. Fiskville is a name that still shows on a local road
and a cemetery, but there is no interpretation of what once was a vital agricultural
seftlement six miles north of Austin along Walnut Creek. The settlement is named for
New York native Josiah Fisk, who trained as a lawyer in lllinois before coming to Texas
in the 1840s. A veteran of the Mexican War, Fisk was a Unionist at the time of the Civil
War, and feeling threatened for his beliefs, left the area. The settlement that bore his
name prospered in the years before the turn of the twentieth century. It included a
school, churches, stores, a cotion gin and other businesses. Many of the residents,
both black and white, were involved in agriculture (cotton and fruit production primarily).
Fiskville began to decline by World War 1l, and the school, part of the Summit district,
merged with the Austin ISD in the 1950s and closed in 1957. Today, there are only a
few vestiges of the settlement--streets named for families, the cemetery, an early
house, etc.--and the area is now primarily a residential suburb.

Staff recommendaﬁon: approval [ 1rejection
Staif evaluation by: Dan K. Utley

Date: 4/25/2004



TEXAS RICK PERRY, GOVERNOR
H I S T O R. I C AL JOHN L, NAU, IH, CHAIRMAN
COMMISSION F. LAWERENCE OAKS, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

The State Agency for Historic Preservation

April 26, 2004

Brian Almon

North Austin Civic Association
9502 Stonebridge

Austin, TX 78758

RE: FISKVILLE
18" x 28” Official Texas Historical Marker w/ post
Job # 22703; Travis County

Dear Mr. Almorn:

1 am pleased to notify you that the Texas Historical Commission has approved the above-referenced
topic for an Official Texas Historical Marker.

Payment for the marker, in the amount of $850.00, is now due. Please complete and return the
enclosed payment form at your earliest convenience. Once payment for the marker is received, your
application will be placed in line to have the marker inscription written. The inscription will not be
written until after funds have been received. When the text is prepared, a copy will be sent to you and
any parties listed below for review and approval.

The Texas Historical Commission congratulates you on your efforts to record and preserve Texas
history.

Sincerely,

Dan K. Utley
Historical Marker Program Coordinator

History Programs Division
dan.utley@thc.state.tx.us

pc: Ernestine Thompson, Travis CHC
Sarah Campbell
Stephanie Neely

PO BOX 12276 « AUSTIN, TX 78711-2276 « 3E2/463-0100 - FAX 512/475-4872 - TDD [-800/735-29589
www.the.state.rx.us



In

From: "Lisa Kerber" <lisa@sdsys.org>
To: "Dan Utley" <dan utley(@thc.state.tx.us>
Subject: RE: Fiskville--appendix

Hi Dan,

I'm embarrassed to say that I caught a mistake just now. The text in the
narrative describes it correctly, but the title of the appendix is wrong.
The table is for students in the Common School District, not only Fiskville
School. I'm sending the whole file, but I only changed the first page--the
title.

Sorry for the confusion.

Lisa Kerber

Printed for Dan Utley <dan.utley@thc.state.tx.us>



elt@ecpi.com, sarah.campbell@ci.austin.tx.us, lisa@sdsys.org, 03:32 PM 4/25/2004, Fiskvilie

To: elti@ecpicom, sarah.campbell@ciaustint.us, lisa@sdsys.org
From: Dan Utley <dan.utley(@thc.state.tx.us>

Subject: Fiskville

Ce:

Bee: 2

Attached:

Congratulations! We have approved the marker application for Fiskville. A formal notice will go out
soor, along with a payment form, but I wanted you to know in advance. Thanks for the good work on

compiling the history.

For owr records, there a few minor points that still need clarification. Any information you can provide
regarding the following items will be greatly appreciated:

1. Onpage 15, the history notes that Josiah Fisk returned to Texas after the Civil War and then
gathered his family and went to Kansas and Pennsylvania before deciding to settle again in Louisiana.
The history firther notes he settled in Louisiana between 1860 and 1863, but those dates are not after
the Civil War. Please clarify.

2. Pages 3 and 4 note a fire destroyed several Fiskville stores in December 1855, but the history
indicates Fiskville didn't begn until the 1870s. We presume the date of'the fire should be 1885. Is that
correct?

3. Also onpage 4, the history notes the Fisk home served as a post office, but it does not indicate
when or even if Fisk was a postmaster. To the contrary, it appears the post office was in operation from
1873 to 1901, a ture when Fisk was no longer i the area. Please clarify.

Thanks.
Dan
Dan K.. Utley, Historian

Assistant Director, History Programs Division
Marker Program Coordmator

Printed for Dan Utley <dan.utley@thc.state.fx.us>



In

From: Hanklaugh@aolcom
Subject: Re: First Postmaster of Fiskville
To: dan.utley@thc.state.tx.us

Dan,

In 1873, Edward Zimmerman was appointed the first postmaster of Fiskuille. Hope this helps.

Mariann Fisk Laughlin

Printed for Dan Utley <dan.utley@thc.state.tx.us>



When the Civil War broke out, Josiah was opposed to secession. He had to leave Texas
to save his life. His property, which was quite valuable, was confiscated. He moved
back to Indiana where he taught at Hanover College. His son, James Burr Fisk, joined
the union army and was killed in the Civil War.

After the Civil War, Josiah, who had remained loyal to the union had friends in high
places. As you remember, he had been a friend and student of Abraham Lincoln. He had
also fought in the Mexican War with President Grant. He was , therefore, given an
appointment to the Radical Reconstruction Government in New Orleans, Louisiana. He
served as District Attorney for Jefferson Parish in New Orleans. During that time, he
also practiced law in Louisiana.

He was a devout Methodist and while in Louisiana, he was licensed first as an exorter
and then as a local minister. He was then admitted to the Methodist Conference in
Louisiana with the understanding that his appointment would be nominal so that he could
still practice law and then preach whenever called upon.

When the Constitutional Convention met to reorganize the state government, they met
and elected officers. They had to elect a chaplain, as well. Several of the most eminent
ministers in the US were living in the city at the time. The members were divided in their
choice. A Mr. Wickliff, a delegate to the Convention, arose and moved that Josiah Fisk
be elected chaplain, for he could make the “best prayer of any minister in the city. One
delegate arose and said: “Mr. President, the gentleman has made a very bold assertion. I
would like for him to prove it. Mr. Wickliff arose and stated: “Mr. Fisk can make the
shortest prayer of any of the ministers here.” That settled the guestion and he was
unanimously elected. (I am reminded of my Papa Fisk who could say the quickest
prayers before a meal. They were so quick that I could never figure out what he was
saying. It was over before it began.) '

Josiah was in office for 10 years during the Radical Reconstruction. During that time, he
fought the Ku Klux Klan who were very active in that locality. He was very outspoken in
his views against the Klan. He was advised by them to leave town but declined. Soon
after that, a man who resembled Josiah was killed by the KKK. Josiah decided to leave
New Orleans for good. He subsequently sued the city for his salary. Every effort was
made to evade payment. (the damn Yankee!) Josiah got a judgement for $9,500 and
eventually settled for $4,000 (about 80 thousand dollars in today’s money). A Chicago
newspaper printed an article as follows: *“Council Bluffs, Ia., March 5, 1896—Josiah
Fisk today received notification that his claim against the city of New Orleans had been
settled, and he will receive $4,000.”

Josiah and Vashti moved to Council Bluffs, Iowa where he practiced law until his death
on May 19, 1901 at the age of 89. (If you get the Fisk genes you live a long time under
adverse conditions.) Vashti Fisk died a year later in 1902. They are both buried in the
Walnut Hills Cemetery in Council Bluffs, Iowa.

Mariznn



Bill McGarry, Re: ORR -iskville cemetary ap

To: "Bill McGarry" <megarry(@concentric.net>
From: Dan Utley <dan.utley(@thc.state.tx us>
Subject: Re: ORR -iskville cemetary ap

Cc:

Bcec: Egina, 2

Attached:

Mr. McGarry: AM

We will put a copy in the mail this week.

Dan

At 11:58 AM 5/4/2004, you wrote:
Mr. Utley

Fiskville cemetery has been made Canyousend mea copy. and: any response
-you made have made to it. -

I am looking forward to your official notice for Fiskville. Since my original work
started in '96 it's been a long time coming and has been "a labor of love" since 1
lived on the original Zimmerman property near Payton Gin Rd from 90-96. Sam
Williams & I spent many hours discussing the project and it's progress.

Thank you

' ;:m“_:_._'_c.'érbomugh'"CT
mo TX 78149

Printed for Dan Utley <dan.utley@the.state.tx.us>



Rick Perry » Gorernor

T E X A S John L. Nav, IIT = Chairman

H I S T O R I C A L I Lawerence Qaks * Exeanive Direcor

C OMMISSION The State Agency for Historic Preservation

LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL
TO: TYPE: Email inquiry

BILL MCGARRY Date: MAY 10, 2004
11218 SCARBOROUGH CT Name: | Dan K. Utley
SAN ANTONIO TX 78149 Re: FISKVILLE MARKER APPLICATION

www.the.state.tx.us

Fiskﬁﬂle ﬁlﬁrke.f.épjnliéafion historica narré;cive, éﬁﬁlicatmn orm and approval leiter. Additional
correspondence provided via emails.
Copy: [Reading File Signed:
THC Web Site: Title:  Marker Program Coordinator

Assistant Director, History Programs Division
512/475-2692; 512/475-3122 Fax

dan.utley@thc.state.tx.us

P.O. Box 12276 = Austin, TX 78711-2276 = 512/463-3853 « Fax 512/475-3122 « TDD 1-800-735-2989
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Texas Historical Commission staff (LCH), 9/27/2004

18" x 28" Official Texas Historical Marker with post

Travis County (Job #22703) |Subject SM, GT, PI (Atlas 13095) UTM: 14 624894F 33591 61N

Location: Austin, 8830 N Lamar
FISKVILLE

TWO AREA PIONEERS WERE JOSIAH FISK,
WHO ARRIVED I[N 1848, AND EDWARD
ZIMMERMAN, WHO CAME IN 1854; BOTH
BROUGHT THEIR FAMILIES TO THE FARMING
LANDS OUTSIDE AUSTIN. ZIMMERMAN
BECAME THE FIRST POSTMASTER IN 1873,
WHEN MORE THAN 150 PEOPLE LIVED IN
FISKVILLE, A DISPERSED AGRICULTURAL
COMMUNITY ALONG LITTLE WALNUT CREEK.
MOST RESIDENTS WERE FARMERS, BUT
THE SETTLEMENT ALSO SUPPORTED
SEVERAL BUSINESSES. THESE INCLUDED
GINS BELONGING TO G.W. GCORZINE
(CAZINE), A FORMER SLAVE, AND TO
ANDREW PAYTON. THE COMMUNITY AND ITS
SCHOOLS EVENTUALLY BECAME PART OF
AUSTIN. THE FISKVILLE CEMETERY,
ZIMMERMAN'S 1854 HOME AND AREA
STREET NAMES SERVE AS LINKS TO THE
EARLY FARMING SETTLEMENT.
(2004)

RECEIVED

0CT 1 9 2004

EXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSITE

Check one and sign:

”“s

/ [ approve text as written. Proceed with order.
| approve text with minor revisions as noted. Proceed with order.
I request these revisions and a new copy of text.

Slgned f//,f _ﬁ_ﬁ@faﬁz »-/’ LU ALt /Zﬁ:’{d. S i
4 Lok




Texas Historical Commission staff (LCH), 9/27/2004

18" ¥ 28" Official Texas Historical Marker with post
Travis County {Job #22703) |Subject SM, GT, Pl (Atlas 13095) UTM: 14 624894E 3359151ﬂ

Location: Austin, 8830 N Lamar

FISKVILLE

TWO AREA PIONEERS WERE JOSIAH FISK,
WHO ARRIVED IN 1846, AND EDWARD
ZIMMERMAN, WHO OCAME IN 1854; BOTH
BROUGHT THEIR FAMILIES TO THE FARMING
(ANDS OUTSIDE AUSTIN. ZIMMERMAN
BECAME THE FIRST POSTMASTER IN 1873,
WHREN MORE THAN 150 PEOPLE LIVED N
FISKVILLE, A DISPERSED AGRICULTURAL
COMMUNITY ALONG LITTLE WALNUT CREEK.
MOST RESIDENTS WERE FARMERS, BUT
THE SETTLEMENT ALSO SUPPORTED
SEVERAL BUSINESSES. THESE INCLUDED
'GINS BELONGING TO GW. CORZINE
(CAZINE), A FORMER SLAVE, AND TO
ANDREW PAYTON. THE COMMUNITY AND ITS
SCHOOLS EVENTUALLY BECAME PART OF
AUSTIN. THE FISKVILLE CEMETERY,
ZIMMERMAN'S 1854 HOME AND AREA
STREET NAMES SERVE AS LINKS TO THE
EARLY FARMING SETTLEMENT.
(2004)

i T it

C‘vone and sign:
| approve text as written, Proceed with order.

{ approve text with minor ravisions as noted. Proceed with order.
| request these revisions and a new copy of text.

Q[ﬁdﬂ




Texas Historical Commission staff (LCH), 9/27/2004

18" x 28" Official Texas Historical Marker with post

Travis County (Job #22703) [Subject SM, GT, PI (Atlas 13095) UTM: 14 624894E 3359161N

Location: Austin, 8830 N Lamar
FISKVILLE

TWO AREA PIONEERS WERE JOSIAH FISK,
WHO ARRIVED IN 1846, AND EDWARD
ZIMMERMAN, WHO CAME IN 1854; BOTH
BROUGHT THEIR FAMILIES TO THE FARMING
LANDS OUTSIDE AUSTIN. ZIMMERMAN
BECAME THE FIRST POSTMASTER IN 1873,
WHEN MORE THAN 150 PEOPLE LIVED IN
FISKVILLE, A DISPERSED AGRICULTURAL
COMMUNITY ALONG LITTLE WALNUT CREEK.
MOST RESIDENTS WERE FARMERS, BUT
THE SETTLEMENT ALSO SUPPORTED
SEVERAL BUSINESSES. THESE INCLUDED
GINS BELONGING TO GW. CORZINE
(CAZINE), A FORMER SLAVE, AND TO
ANDREW PAYTON. THE COMMUNITY AND ITS
SCHOOLS EVENTUALLY BECAME PART OF
AUSTIN. THE FISKVILLE CEMETERY,
ZIMMERMAN'S 1854 HOME AND AREA
STREET NAMES SERVE AS LINKS TO THE
EARLY FARMING SETTLEMENT.
(2004)

RECEIVED
NOV ¢ g 2004

TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION

Check one and sign:

-/lapprove text as written. Praceed with order.
| approve text with minor revisions as noted. Proceed with order.
| request these revisions and a new copy of text.

Signed: /‘{6/4’»( /;2(/7#44 {?




Salutation L 372172005 HBTETKM’] Phone [936-7355
Name/Title [Brian Almori | | Fax
Organization l Cell
Address | Email
City/St/Zip l | ITX—H | EEEFT'MES'S?XG’E‘”‘[
Project County Regarding
|Traws County | |Fiskv11te marker

l;*_"; RTHL ppmarker jreplacement revision [7supplemental piaque

Voice Mail

Needs Action

Find & Sort
Needs Action They Did

| Did

Email

Action Time [::::]

Job #

 *Urgent o **High ¢ *Medium glow ¢ Radar

i

Notes [He gave& phone approval o

Toxt

RecorD # 1 1




Egina Reyes

From: Egina Reyes

Sent: Thursday, May 26, 2005 9:16 AM

To: Scott Southwell (scott@southwelico.com)
Subject: Marker Order - Job # 22703

Attachments: 22703.rtf
Date: May 26, 2005

Contract Item #: 3
Contract Price: § 730.00

Job #: 22703
County: Travis

Title: FISKVILLE
Size: 18 x 28” marker w/ post
Engraved#: na

Surface: na

RUSH: na

NOTES: na
SHIPPING ADDRESS:
Stephanie Neely

Little Walnut Creek Library
835 West Rundberg Lane

Austin, TX 78755
512/836-8976

Thank you.

Egina G. Reyes

Program Specialist

History Programs Division
Texas Historical Commission
512/463-6063

512/475-3122 Fax

www.the, state.tx.us

5/26/2005

Page 1 of 1



TEXAS RICK PERRY, GOVERNOR
H IS T O RI CA'L JOHN L. NAU, 111, CHAIRMAN

COMMISSION F. LAWERENCE OAKS, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

The State Agency for Historic Preservation

May 25, 2005

Anita Howard, Marker Chair
Travis CHC

1312 Ardenwood Road
Austin, TX 78722

RE: FISKVILLE
18” x 28” subject marker w/ post; Job # 22703
Shipment to: Stephanie Neely, Little Walnut Creek Library, 835 West Rundberg Lane, Austin, 78755,
512/836-8976

Dear Ms. Howard:

We have ordered the above-referenced marker for casting. It is currently taking 6 - 8 weeks for delivery from
the foundry. However, this is just an estimate; a final shipment date will depend on the foundry's
workload. A copy of the final inscription as it was sent to the foundry is enclosed for your files. According to
our records, the marker should be shipped to the address above. If these instructions have changed during the
marker process please let me know as soon as possible so that I may notify the foundry.

If you have not already done so, this would be a good time to begin planning the marker dedication ceremony.
However, please avoid setting the dedication date until the marker is received. The estimated shipping date
above does not take into account potential shipping problems or other unforeseen delays, and the best laid
dedication plans could be upset if planned around this time estimate. We will notify you and all parties listed
below once the marker has been shipped from the foundry.

A guide to planning a dedication ceremony is available from our office upon request. Since this is a state
program, we suggest that your state senator and/or representative be included in the program, as well as your
county judge and commissioners who have appointed your county historical commission. Also enclosed is a
form which you may use to let us know your dedication plans; we maintain a list of all upcoming dedications
which is distributed to agency commissioners and staff.

Again, please contact me at 512/463-6063 or e-mail me at egina.reyes@thc.state.rx.us if there has been a change
in the shipping address, or if you would like a marker dedication guide.

History Programs Division

pc: Sarah Cambpell
Brian Almon

Stephanie Neely
P.O.BOX 12276 - AUSTIN, TX 78711-2276 - 512/463-6100 - FAX 512/475-4872 - ThD 1.800/735-28580
waww thestate.tx.us




Egina Reyes

Page 1 of 1

From: Egina Reyes

Sent: Thursday, June 08, 2005 10:01 AM
To: 'Scott Southwell'; 'Cathy Jones'
Subject: Shipping Change - Job # 22703

Date: June 9, 2005
Job #: 22703
County: Travis

Title: FISKVILLE
New Shipping Address:

Michael Abramov

Little Walnut Creek Library
835 West Rundberg Lane
Austin, TX 78758
512/836-8976

Thanks!

Egina G. Reyes

Program Specialist

History Programs Division
Texas Historical Commission
512/463-6063

512/475-3122 Fax

www.the state.tx.us

6/9/2005



Texas Historical Commission staff (LCH), 8/27/2004

18" x 28" Official Texas Historical Marker with post

Travis County (Job #22703) (Subject SM, GT, PI (Atlas 13095) UTM: 14 624894F 3359161N
Location: Austin, 8830 N Lamar

FISKVILLE

TWO AREA PIONEERS WERE JOSIAH FISK,
WHO ARRIVED IN 1846, AND EDWARD
ZIMMERMAN, WHO CAME IN 1854; BOTH
BROUGHT THEIR FAMILIES TO THE FARMING
LANDS OUTSIDE AUSTIN. ZIMMERMAN
BECAME THE FIRST POSTMASTER IN 1873,
WHEN MORE THAN 150 PEOPLE LIVED IN
FISKVILLE, A DISPERSED AGRICULTURAL
COMMUNITY ALONG LITTLE WALNUT CREEK.
MOST RESIDENTS WERE FARMERS, BUT
THE SETTLEMENT ALSO SUPPORTED
SEVERAL BUSINESSES. THESE INCLUDED
GINS BELONGING TO GW. CORZINE
(CAZINE), A FORMER SLAVE, AND TO
ANDREW PAYTON. THE COMMUNITY AND ITS
SCHOOLS EVENTUALLY BECAME PART OF
AUSTIN. THE FISKVILLE CEMETERY,
ZIMMERMAN'S 1854 HOME AND AREA
STREET NAMES SERVE AS LINKS TO THE
EARLY FARMING SETTLEMENT.
(2005)



FISKVILLE

TWO AREA PIONEERS WERE JOSIAH FISK,
WHO ARRIVED IN 1846, AND EDWARD
ZIMMERMAN, WHO CAME IN 1854; BOTH
BROUGHT THEIR FAMILIES TO THE FARMING
LANDS OUTSIDE AUSTIN. ZIMMERMAN
BECAME THE FIRST POSTMASTER IN 1873,
WHEN MORE THAN 150 PEOPLE LIVED IN
FISKVILLE, A DISPERSED AGRICULTURAL
COMMUNITY ALONG LITTLE WALNUT CREEK.
MOST RESIDENTS WERE FARMERS, BUT THE
SETTLEMENT ALSO SUPPORTED SEVERAL
BUSINESSES. THESE INCLUDED GINS
BELONGING TO G.W. CORZINE {CAZINE}, A
FORMER SLAVE, AND TO ANDREW PAYTON.
THE COMMUNITY AND ITS SCHOOLS
EVENTUALLY BECAME PART OF AUSTIN. THE
FISKVILLE CEMETERY, ZIMMERMAN’S 1854
HOME AND AREA STREET NAMES SERVE AS
LINKS TO THE EARLY FARMING SETTLEMENT.

[2005)




CUSTOMER:

TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
FO. BOX 12276

CAFITOL ETATION

AUSTIN, TX 7871

; approved {(ne corrections)
| L] approved as noted

| [} revise and resubmif
| signed fy.- date: | SHIPF TO:
Vv

o135 | . MICHAEL ABRAMOV

LITTLE WALKUT CREEK LIBRARY
B35 WEST RUNDBERG LANE
AUSTIN, TX 75758

18" L

DESIGN AWITH POST

WX 25" H SCALE: 3N6" = 1"

FISKVILLE

TWO AREA PIONEERS WERE JOSIAH FiSK,
WHO ARRIVED IN 1846, AND EDWARD
ZIMMERMAN, WHO CAME IN 1854; BOTH
BROUGHT THEIR FAMILES TG THE FARMING
LANDS OUTSIDE AUSTIN. ZIMMERMAN
BECAME THE FIRST POSTMASTER IN 1873,
WHEN MORE THAN 150 PEOPLE LUVED IN
FISKVILLE, A DISPERSED AGRICULTURAL
COMMUNITY ALONG UTTLE WALNUT CREEK.

28!1

MOST RESIDENTS WERE FARMERS, BUT THE
SETTLEMENT ALSC SUPPORTED SEVERAL
BUSINESSES. THESE INCLUDED GINS
BELONGING TC G.W. CORZINE {CAZINE], A
FORMER SLAVE, AND TO ANDREW PAYTON.
THE COMMUNITY AND ITS SCHOOLS
EVENTUALLY BECAME PART OF AUSTIN. THE
FISKVILLE CEMETERY, ZIMMERMAN'S 1854

JOB #:___ 22703

COUNTY: _IBAVIS
BE: FISKVILLE

HOME AND AREA STREET NAMES SERVE AS
LINKS TO THE EARLY FARMING SETTLEMENT.

{2b0s)

FILE 22703.CRR
DATE
SUBMITTED: 81205

DRAWN BY: |4ARI HERNANDEZ

2" POST

QUANTITYL.ONE (D

MATERIAL:___CAST ALUMINUM
FINISH: BLACK BACKGEOUND

SIZE: 18" WIDE X 28" HIGH
BORDER: SINGLE LINE
LETTERS: RIBBON (TEXT) & RUNIC (TITLE)

COPYRIGHT © 2005 THE SOUTHWELL COMPANY
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512/475-3122 fax
linda.henderson@thc.state.bx.us

From: Bill McGarry [mailto:b.mcgarry@sbcglobal.net]
Sent: Wednesday, July 20, 2005 11:53 AM

To: Linda Henderson

Subject: Fiskville marker text

Hi Linda
It was great talking to you a few days ago about the Fiskville marker. Could you please
email the text you read.

Thank you very much
Bill McGarry

7/21/2005



Linda Henderson

Page | ot 2

From: Linda Henderson

Sent: Thursday, July 21, 2005 3:33 PM
To: 'Bill McGarry'

Subject: RE: Fiskville marker text

Bill,

've pasted the text below for the Fiskville marker. Note it won't look exactly like this—the foundry breaks the lines

a little differently. Please let me know if you have additional questions.

Sincerely,

Linda

Travis County (Job #22703) [Subject SM, GT, Pl (Atlas 13095) UTM: 14 624894E 335916 1N|

Location: Austin, 8830 N Lamar
FISKVILLE

TWO AREA PIONEERS WERE JOSIAH FISK, WHO
ARRIVED IN 1846, AND EDWARD ZIMMERMAN,
WHO CAME IN 1854; BOTH BROUGHT THEIR
FAMILIES TO THE FARMING LANDS OUTSIDE
AUSTIN. ZIMMERMAN BECAME THE FIRST
POSTMASTER IN 1873, WHEN MORE THAN 150
PEOPLE LIVED IN FISKVILLE, A DISPERSED
AGRICULTURAL COMMUNITY ALONG LITTLE
WALNUT CREEK. MOST RESIDENTS WERE
FARMERS, BUT THE SETTLEMENT ALSO
SUPPORTED SEVERAL BUSINESSES. THESE
INCLUDED GINS BELONGING TO G.W. CORZINE
(CAZINE), A FORMER SLAVE, AND TO ANDREW
PAYTON. THE COMMUNITY AND ITS SCHOOLS
EVENTUALLY BECAME PART OF AUSTIN. THE
FISKVILLE CEMETERY, ZIMMERMAN'S 1854
HOME AND AREA STREET NAMES SERVE AS
LINKS TO THE EARLY FARMING SETTLEMENT.
(2005)

Linda Henderson, Historian
History Programs Division
Texas Historical Commission
PO Box 12276

Austin, Texas 78711-2276
512/463-5851 phone

7/21/2005



