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ORDER 

BY 

THE TRAVIS COUNTY JUDGE 

Whereas, on March 6, 2020, a Declarat10n of Local Disastei was issued to allow the 
County of Travis to take measures to ieduce the poss1btl1ty of exposure to COVID-19 and 
promote the health and safety of Travis County residents, and 

Whereas, on March 13 2020 a Declaration of State of Disaster was issued by Goveino1 
Abbott to take add1t1onal steps to prepare fm, iespond to, and m1t1gate the spread ot COVID-19 
to protect the health and welfare of Texans, and 

Whereas, the COVID-19 virus 1s contagious and spreads through person-to-person 
contact, especially m group settmgs, and 

Whereas, on March 15, 2020, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention ( 'CDC") 
recommended that orgamzers (whether groups or md1v1duals) cancel or postpone 111-person 
events that consist of 50 people or more throughout the United States, and 

Whereas, on March 16, 2020, President Ti ump acknowledged the gravity of the COVID-
19 pandemic, releasmg strict new guidelmes to hm1t people's mteract10ns mcludmg that 
Americans should avoid groups of more than 10 people, and 

Whereas, on March 19, 2020, Governor Abbott issued Executive Ordei GA 08 Relatmg 
to COVID-19 Preparedness and M1t1gatton statmg people shall avoid social gatherings m groups 
of more than 10 people and closed all schools until April 3, 2020 

NOW THEREFORE, I, COUNTY JUDGE FOR THE COUNTY OF TRAVIS, 
PURSUANT TO THE AUTHORITY VESTED BY TEXAS GOVERNMENT CODE 
CHAPTER 418, HEREBY FIND AND ORDER 

SECTION 1 That the findmgs and recitations set out m the preamble to this ORDER me 
found to be true and correct and they are hereby adopted by the County Judge and made a part 
hereof for all purposes That this Orde1 rescmds and replaces prior Orders 

SECTION 2 Effective as of 7 00 pm (noon) on Friday, March 20, 2020 and 
contmumg until May 1, 2020, unless termmated or modified by a subsequent Order, the County 
Judge of Tiavis County Texas deems it m the public mterest to PROHIBIT anywhere m the 
County of Travis, social gathermgs of more than 10 people, and also PROHIBIT gathermgs of 
more than 10 people for other than social purposes, unless Social Distancmg as defined below 
can be mamtamed and controlled 
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SECTION3 
a "Social Gathermgs" mclude but aie not limited to, weddmgs, 1ehg1ous 

services, pai11es funerals sportmg events social events conterences and 
meetmgs, but do not mclude, performmg employment work 01 Job duties and 
respons1b1ht1es, or shoppmg for food med1cme 01 household supphes 

b "Social D1stancmg" 1s defined as mamtammg and contlollmg a m1111mum of 
six feet of separat10n between people other than dmmg mc1dental and 
momentary passmg 

c For any gathenng of 10 people or less, the County Judge and the 
Austm/Trav1s County Health Authonty strongly encourage Social D1stancmg 
and comphance with the attached Recommendations Staymg home 1s safest 

d This Order does not apply to the followmg, however, even 111 these settmgs 
the County Judge and the Austm/Trav1s County Health Authouty strongly 
encourage compliance with the attached Recommendations, which mclude 
Social D1stancmg, prov1dmg hand samtizer and tissues, and mcreasmg 
cleanmg of commonly and frequently touched smfaces 

(1) cnt1cal mtrastructure, mcludmg airport fac1ht1es and 
operat10ns, transit, transit fac1ht1es, and financial 
mstrtut10ns, 

(11) government bmldmgs prov1dmg essential services, 
(m) any schools or mstrtutes of higher learnmg (1f m operation), 

home- or center-based childcare and family home- or 
center-based fac1hty 

(1v) grocery stores and pharmacies, and 
(v) hospitals and medical offices and fac1ht1es, and vetermanan 

services, and 
(v1) homeless shelters, encampments, and non-profit 

commumty estabhshment whether part of or separate from 
a homeless shelter, prov1dmg food m a dmmg facrhty to the 
mdrgent 

For purposes of this Order, "g1ocery stores' mcludes pet food stores, 
warehouse stores, big-box stores, bodegas, gas stat10ns, farmers' mc1rkets, 01 
food pantues that provide or sell food products or household staples 

SECTION 4 Our commumty's cntlcal mfrastructure which mcludes financial 
mstrtutrons, commumcat1ons, emergency services, energy, transportation systems, and water and 
wastewater systems, are ORDERED to contmue operatmg and are encouraged to implement 
Recommendations to protect employees 

SECTION 5 Food estabhshments are ORDERED to close mdoor or outdoor common 
dmmg areas until May I, 2020, and encomaged to provide take-away 01 no-contact delivery food 
service designed to hm1t exposure between md1v1duals 
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SECTION 6 The holder of a wme and beer retailer's penmt or mixed beverage penmt 
( collectively "bar") is ORDERED to close common bar spaces open to the public and 1s 
PROHIBITED from allowmg consumption on the bar premises until May 1, 2020 

SECTION 7 The County Judge SUSPENDS all deadlmes imposed by local law, rule, 
or other regulation until May 1, 2020 

SECTION 8 That the Travis County Shenffs Office, the Travis County Frre Marshal's 
Office, and other peace officers, are hereby authonzed to enforce this order A violation of tlus 
order may be pumshable through cnmmal or civil enforcement A v1olat10n of this orde1 1s a 
misdemeanor pumshable by a fine not to exceed $1,000 and/or confinement mJail for a term not 
to exceed 180 days A violation of this order may be enforced by the filmg of a probable cause 
affidavit allegmg the cnmmal v10lation with the appropuate court or by issmng a citation to the 
person v10latmg, that contams wntten not1(.,e of the time and place the person must appear before 
a magistrate of this state, the name and address of the person charged, and the offense charged 

SECTION 9 The Austm Pubhc Health Department and the Travis County Clerk ~ 111 
post this Order on therr website In addition, the owne1, manager, or operator of any facility that 
1s hkely to be Impacted by this Order 1s strongly encouraged to post a copy of this Order ons1te 
and to provide a copy to any member of the public askmg for a copy If any subsection, sentence, 
clause, phrase, or word of this Order or any application of 1t to any person, structme, 
gathenng, or cucumstance is held to be mvalid or unconst1tut1onal by a decision of a court of 
competent Junsdict10n, then such dec1s10n will not affect the validity of the remamder of this 
Order and its application 

ORDERED this the 201h day of March, 2020, m the County of Travis, Texas 

Dana, DeBcauvorr, County Clerk 

Page 3 of 5 



Austm/Trav1s County Health Authority Recommendations 

1) Vulnerable Populat10ns L1m1t Outmgs 
• Vulnerable populations mclude people who 

o Are 60 years old and older, or 
o Have certam health cond1t1ons such as heart disease, lung disease, diabetes, 

kidney disease, Human Immunodeficiency V 11 us (HIV), Acqmred Immune 
Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS), and weakened nnmune systems 

• For vulnerable populations, don't go to group gatherings unless 1t 1s essential If you 
can telecommute you should A void people who are sick 

2) Workplace and Busmesses Mm1m1ze Exposure 
• Suspend nonessential employee travel 
• Mm1m1ze the number of employees workmg w1thm six (6) feet of one another, 

mcludmg mm1m1zmg or cancelmg m-person meetmgs and conferences 
• Urge employees to stay home when they are sick and max1m1ze flex1b1hty m sick 

leave benefits 
• Permit sick employees to stay home without prov1dmg a doctor's note 
• Consider use oftelecommutmg opt10ns 
• Consider altermg schedules for employees so not all employees are present at one 

time but are present at alternative days and times 

3) Allowable Events 
• Cancel or postpone all gatherings 
• Do not attend any events or gathermgs 1f sick 
• For events that aren't cancelled, we recommend 

o Havmg hand washmg capab1htres, hand samt1zers, and tissues available 
o Frequently cleanmg high-touch surface areas hke countertops, doorknobs, and 

handrails, and 
o Fmdmg ways to create physical space (mm11111ze of six (6) feet between people) 

to m1111m1ze close contact as much as possible 

4) Cnhcal Infrastructure Fac1hhes 
• Employees who work 111 and around critical mfrastructure should retram from 

reportmg to work when fallmg w1thm any of the followmg cntena 
o Are sick, 
o Have a fever greater than 99 6°F, 
o Have had contact with an md1V1dual diagnosed with COVID-19, or 
o Have traveled mternatlonally to countries with travel warnmgs smce February 

1, 2020 
• If an employee that meets any of the above cntena reports to work, the employer 

should bar the employee from entermg the workplace An employee that has come m 
contact with persons exh1b1tmg symptoms associated with COVID-19 or has t1aveled 
to an area the World Health Orgamzatton or Centers for Disease Cont10l and 
Prevention (CDC) considers a "Hotspot," 1s expected to follow the 1111t1al self­
quarantme recommendations 
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• Employers should reqmre employees ( either those exlub1tmg symptoms or all 
employees) undergo non-mvas1ve temperature readmgs prior to entermg a critical 
mfrastructure fac1hty Employees refusmg to submit to a temperature readmg and 
those with a temperature greater than 99 6° F should be turned away and barred entry 
mto the critical mfrastructure fac1hty 

• Supervisors at critical mfrastructure fac1ht1es should be authorized to dtrect 
employees to return home 1f the employee 1s exh1b1tmg symptoms and p1esentmg a 
threat of mfectmg other employees at the c11t1cal mfrastructure fac1hty Human 
Resources departments at critical mfrastructure fac1ht1es are encouraged to create 
alternate work plans to help employees remam productive while keepmg the 
workforce safe and healthy 

5) Government Bmldmgs Providmg Essential Services 
• All nonessential employees should use telecommutmg options 
• Mm1m1ze the number of employees workmg w1thm six (6) feet of one another 
• Provide hand washmg capab1ht1es, hand samt1zers, and tissues 
• Frequently clean high-touch surface areas hke countertops, doorknobs, and handrails 

6) Schools Safety First 
• Do not have your child attend school if sick 
• If you have a child with chrome health cond1t1ons, consult the child s doctor about 

school attendance 
• Frequent re-education of students and staff regardmg personal hygiene measures 

(handwashmg, etc ) and ensurmg that appropriate signs are posted 
• Schools should eqmp all classrooms with hand samtlzers and tissues 
• Recommend reschedulmg 01 cancellmg events that are not essential, even 1f the 

events would otherwise comply with the Order 
• Explore remote teachmg and onlme opt10ns to contmue learnmg 
• Schools should develop a plan for c1tyw1de school closures and families should 

prepaie accordmgly 

7) Grocery Stores and Pharmacies 
• Increase the use and capability of drive-thru, curbside, or delivery services 
• L1m1t or restrict the number of customers permitted m a store at one time 
• Mm1m1ze the number of employees workmg w1thm six (6) feet of one another 
• Provide hand washmg capab1ht1es, hand samt1zers, and tissues 
• Frequently clean high-touch surface areas hke countertops, doorknobs and handiails 

Came to hand and posted on a BuHebn Boa~n the Courthouse 
Ausbn Travis County, Texas on this the ;;;t:t'.) day of 

"'ff~ l_. '\\ (Y\ f.Lvt')\..., 20.&:1)_ t'(" =;K Dana DeBeauvoir 
FILED AND RECORDED %.~ -~/ ~c~~xas 

~" BY. ~ ~ Deputy 

R.GUERRERO 
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Dana DeBeauvo1r, County Clerk 
Travis County, Texas 


